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Notes from our Alaska Cruise 2019 
Gary and Bev Campbell 

MV “Raven” 
 
Raven here! Hopefully the raven that landed on our 
bowsprit railing is a sign of good luck. If that wasn’t, 
then what Gary had to clean up was! We are 
currently heading north to Alaska in our 40 ft 
Mainship, Raven, with Penny and Paul Vroom in 
their 40 ft Nordhaven, Finally. The weather has been 
mostly sunny and quite warm for this time of year. No 
mechanical problems to speak of after a year of 
preparation for this trip. 
 
 
Cape Caution, at the top of Vancouver Island, was 
an easy crossing, anchoring in Fury Cove which was 
a mill pond with sky blue days. Getting a few prawns, 
the Vrooms served them on skewers with delicious 
sauces. Further along Fitzhugh Sound we stopped in 
Codville Lagoon, having a busy time putting down 
prawn traps over a couple of days, and kayaking 
along the shores. Each boat got 350-400 prawns for 
the freezer. Enough for Alaska. 
 
 

  
Bev & Gary at one of Pacific side beaches at Pruth Bay contemplating going surfing 

with “ community boards”. 

 

In Bella Bella, we received a tour of the Big House 
currently under construction. The project manager 
from Vancouver showed us the huge log rafters in 
the ceiling that were cut in the area, the specially 
made natural draft chimney with a smaller electric 
fan chimney (if required), the fully equipped kitchen 
behind the soon-to-come totems with wings that 
move, and bleachers (with washrooms underneath) 
to hold several hundred people. 

 
 

 
The water taxi captain suggested we visit the Cultural 
Centre in the school. Walking by busy, well equipped 
classrooms, we made our way to an area where a 
woman described the work and the displays of the 
Cultural Centre. Partnered with UBC’s First Nations 
& Endangered Languages Program, they work to 
create new opportunities for speaking, writing and 
reading the Heiltsuk language. Displays were 
arranged by an archeologist from Vancouver. For the 
librarians, their library is set up under the Heiltsuk 
Hydra classification system.  
 
The new grocery store, built by the same contractor 
as the Big House, is very well stocked with a bakery 
and meat counter. Everyone in town is quite friendly, 
waving from their vehicles as they drive by. 
 
We poked our noses out of Milbank Sound (like a 
mini Cape Caution) and the weather was perfect. We 
could see Haida Gwaii off in the distance. This is new 
territory for us, up Finlayson Channel and Graham 
Reach past Princess Royal Island where the white 
“spirit bears” reside. But first we stopped at Klemtu. 
 
 

 
 

Big House at Klemtu 
 
After arranging a tour at the Klemtu Band store we 
walk around the bay to the Big House where we were 
met by a young native man. He showed us the inside 
of their spectacular Big House with towering totems 
with wings at the front, fire pit in the centre, drumming 
log at the back and bleachers for hundreds. Our 
guide spent two interesting hours with us explaining 
their history and culture. He ended by giving us a 
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drumming lesson on the hollowed out cedar 
drumming log. Our guide, we later discovered, was a 
hereditary chief. 
 
Further along, one of our overnights was Butedale 
which, like Namu, used to be a fish cannery. A new 
owner is slowly tearing down all the old crumbling 
buildings and redeveloping it, Into what, we didn’t 
know. We tied up to rickety docks, celebrating our 
anniversary on shore. Penny handed us a meringue 
cookie with sparklers as they toasted us. 
 
The bays and inlets are getting deeper now which is 
why we have 350 ft of anchor rode, 275 ft of which is 
chain. Often there is a shallow edge of 20ft in bays 
but not enough away from the shore to anchor. Then 
it drops to 80-90 ft. The days are getting noticeably 
longer as we head north. It was still light out at almost 
10pm, and that’s May 9th! 
 
We start moving along more quickly towards Prince 
Rupert. The inside Passage at this point is commonly 
called “the ditch” which includes a few long channels. 
One of these is Grenville Channel which must be 
planned as the tide meets in the centre. 
 
Upon entering or leaving Prince Rupert, a good 
weather forecast helps to avoid any incoming 
weather off the Pacific in open areas. We luckily had 
smooth sailing all the way up to Ketchikan where we 
reported by telephone to Customs. From that point 
on we were required to report in to Customs at most 
all major ports in Alaska. Our next reporting was 
Sitka which was a very casual phone call. 
 
 

 
Famous Creekside Street in Ketchikan. 

 

Between Ketchikan and Sitka we travelled for 9 days, 
each night anchoring in different bays and coves. 
One of the most memorable transits was through 
Rocky Pass, a narrow winding channel through, yes, 
rocks and shallow water with a multitude of 
navigation aids which kept us busy for a couple of 
hours. 
 
The most spectacular scenery so far was along the 
east side of Baranof Island. Especially memorable 
were Red Bluff Bay and Warm Springs Bay with high 
snow-covered mountains, cascading waterfalls, 
whales, brown bears, hot springs, boardwalk 
communities and hikes. 
 

MV 

MV “Finally” crossing Chatham Strait approaching Baranof Island. 

 

We were looking forward to seeing Sitka with its 
Russian history so we went through Peril Strait and 
Sergius Narrows with currents that had to be 
planned. Staying in Appleton Cove and Baby Bear 
Bay, the Vrooms got some crab they shared with us. 
And we did more kayaking along the shores. Arriving 
in Sitka we walked the downtown and had a great 
dinner out. Alaskans are friendly and helpful and we 
have had great conversations with everyone we’ve 
met. 
 
A couple of more days in Sitka and then off to 
Skagway and Glacier Bay with anchorages along the 
way and more sites and wildlife to see. 
 

Bev & Gary Campbell 
 
 


