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Home for Christmas - Great Loop Update, December 2018 

Peter and Laurie Rippon  

ripp@shaw.ca  

 

On August 1st we left our home in Comox with our boat, the Myra-Marie, in tow. We were 

headed for Sault Sainte Marie Ontario, where, we launched the boat and began our Great Loop 

adventure on August 10th. The Great Loop involves the circumnavigation of the Eastern United 

States and Canada via the Great Lakes, Inland Waterways (Illinois, Mississippi, Ohio, Tennessee, 

Tombigbee, Rivers) across the Gulf of Mexico, up the east coast and through the Great Lakes 

back to Sault Saint Marie Ontario. 

So far, we’ve 

hauled the boat 

2430 miles by 

road from Comox, 

BC to Sault Ste. 

Marie Ontario and 

traveled 1810 

miles by water 

from Sault Sainte 

Marie Ontario to 

Pensacola Florida. 

The Great Loop is 

approximately 

6000 miles, not 

including side 

trips, so we have 

now completed 

about one third of 

the total. Other than having to change out all 6 batteries at the beginning of the trip and a 

failed turbo charger that took 12 days to repair the boat has been great, but it is definitely 

smaller than most of the others doing the loop (ours is 29 ft; average is about 40 ft).  

On Nov 28 we left the boat at a Marina near Pensacola, Florida and flew to Arizona to visit 

Laurie’s sister Sherry and her husband Ray and her brother Wes in Wickenburg. On December 

6th we made it home to Comox where we will hang out over the holidays with our friends, kids 

and grandkids before heading back to Florida on January 10th to resume our trip.      
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The best part of the trip has been the people we’ve met along the way. Almost without 

exception people (“loopers” and “non-loopers”) have been very friendly and more than 

generous, offering us the use of their vehicles, private docks and inviting us into their homes. 

Loopers are generally a very social group, loosely connected through membership in America’s 

Great Loop Association, that are drawn together through mutual interests and boat types 

(typically fast or slow) and tend to meet travel together for a period, only to separate and meet 

again in a few weeks or months. At the docks loopers often meet for “docktails”, which is an 

informal social hour (or so) to discuss weather, hazards, routes, side –trips, and other activities. 

We have met and made new friends with folks from all parts of Canada and the U.S.  

The major cities we have visited so far are: Chicago, Saint Louis, Nashville, Memphis, Mobile, 

New Orleans, and Pensacola. We visited beautiful towns in the Les Chanioux Islands and 

Mackinaw Island on Lake Huron and on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan. On the Mississippi 

and other rivers, we learned how to traverse locks and avoid tows (barges up to 1200 feet long 

being pushed by tug boats). In Columbus Mississippi we were wakened by tornado sirens at 3 

a.m. when a tornado touched down nearby (where do you hide on a small boat). In Alabama 

Louisiana, Mississippi, Kentucky and Tennessee we visited civil war museums and battlefield 

sites and have experienced the great country, jazz and blues music, food and other cultural 

activities and venues. 

When we get back to Florida, we will make our way east, crossing the Gulf of Mexico where we 

will arrive near Tampa Bay before the end of January as long as weather permits. We will then 

head towards Key West and from there make our way to Miami and then to the Bahamas. In 

April we will begin heading north up the east coast to New York and then up the Hudson River 

to Lake Champlain and on to the Saint Lawrence River to Montreal, then through the Canadian 

rivers and canals to Georgian Bay and the North Channel, before heading back to Sault Sainte 

Marie where we will put the boat on trailer and head for home around the beginning of August 

2019.    
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