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Commodore’s Message 
Commodore Don Somers 
somersdrw@gmail.com 
250-650-0876 

 
Welcome back from what we hope has been a great 
summer of cruising and relaxing on your boats! 

Our family had a really nice summer cruising, fishing and we 
had different families visiting from out East. Jude and I spent 
two weeks heading up to and exploring the Sechelt Inlet. We 
were amazed at the complete lack of other cruisers in the 
inlet - and this was at the end of July. Fishing on the Strait 
was fantastic this summer and the humpback whales were 
amazing. The families who stayed with us loved the coast, 
although like everyone they found the smoke frustrating. We 

can all be thankful we had no fires in our backyards! 

We had a chance to see about forty members at the mid-summer dinghy cruise to 19 Wing 
for a BBQ. This was very popular little cruise for those who were in town. We will see if 
members feel it should be repeated next year. September has the Executive gearing up for 
Tech Nights and Social with our annual Invitational BBQ, the AGM in November, and the 
gala event of the year - the Commodore’s Ball. Check Social and Tech for more info.
 
Last winter we completed a membership survey and the summary results are posted on 
the CVYC Website (Members Only section) under “Photos and Reports” (scroll down 
to “Membership Survey” and “Organized Cruising Survey”). I want to thank three 
important people that helped us with this process. Sue Newman and Christin Keeler 
helped draft the survey over a series of meetings. Glenn Naylor put the survey on the 
website and then the summary report for members to read. Thank you - the entire 
executive appreciate your help as well as the members’ input in filling it out.
 
In closing, the weeks ahead will see us looking to fill vacant positions in committees 
and Executive. The best way to get the most out of any club is to be an active member 
volunteer. Consider helping on committees or Executive positions, as fresh ideas and 
energy are key in making CVYC a success!

            Don
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Upcoming Events: 
Friday, September 28th
Invitational BBQ (Fish and Game Club)

Friday, October 5th
TGIF (Comox Golf Club)
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Squirrel Cove Rendezvous September 2018. Photo credit Carolyn Harmsworth
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Vice Commodore Report 
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds 
jjr@telus.net
250-650-0883

Communications Team: 
Sunshine Person – Jackie Scott (bobjackies@shaw.ca)
Email Broadcaster – Donna Ehrmantraut  (donna.ehrmantraut@gmail.com) 
Website Manager – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Audio-Visual Wrangler – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Photo Album Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca) 

Communications – Web Manager Glenn Naylor reports that our website has been visited 4, 578 times since 
last November – wow! He continues to improve the information there monthly – have a look at the Website 
Summary that appears elsewhere in this Bulletin. 

Reciprocals – lots of uptake from our reciprocal partners at our dock. Hope you have been able use their docks 
this summer! Please let me know if you have any comments so we can take them into account next season.

Council of BC Yacht Clubs – 
a) The “Vacant Mooring Buoys” project I took on for the Council didn’t get too many complaints about 

crowded anchorages, but those that came in were with regard to the Gulf Islands – seems as though they 
have a greater problem than we do in our waters (so far!).

b) In the June Bulletin I discussed the problems facing the owners of Port Harvey Marina, George and Gail 
Cambridge. On August 6th Chris and Diane Gage on “Walter H.” were at the marina and passed along 
the tragic news that George had suffered a massive heart attack and passed away that night. Gail closed 
the marina and we don’t know if the legal challenge to the proposed Derelict Vessel Scrapyard, supported 
by the Council, will continue. On behalf of CVYC I sent a sympathy card to Gail – we have lost a good 
friend to boaters, and probably a place to shelter in the Broughtons.

c) We are notified that the US Coast Guard has issued a warning regarding potential interference of VHF-
FM radio and AIS reception. If you would like more information on this, let me know.    

           Jenifer

Let’s share the memories!
Do you have pictures for the CVYC website? Email them to Bonnie at 

her CVYC email address: blutebach@shaw.ca. Please include the name 
and date of the cruise, social or tech night to help group pictures. 
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Webmasters Report 
Glenn Naylor 
dunlop707@icloud.com
250-650-8979

 
I have been requested to provide a summary of the website page by page, outlining where 
information is located in an attempt to make it easier for members to know where to look 
and save time.

To access the members section you will have to have signed up and registered as a 
member on the site. If you have not done this you will not be able to access the members 
section. To do this use the Login/Sign Up button at the top right hand of the HOME 
page and follow instructions. Once you do have access I suggest getting your browser to 
remember your login information so it will automatically log you in whenever you access 

the site. The first four main pages are accessible by anyone. Everything after that is members only.

            Glenn
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Staff Captain Membership Report 
Sue Newman 
sue.newman@shaw.ca
250-898-8333

Total membership to date is 156, with 145 full members, 11 associate members and 6 
children (under 19 years old). Since November 1, 2017 we have had 20 new members and 
4 previous members returning.
 
The next online Membership List update will be at the end of September. 

Please check your information (Personal and Boat) online and if necessary let me know of 
any changes, so that I can update the list prior to the end of this month.

         Sue

Training Officers' Report 
Bronwen & Eric Young 
baeyoung@me.com
 

CVYC Tech Night Wednesday, October 10, 7:00 - 10:00pm
Presentation: 7:30 - 8:30pm 

“Marine Parks Forever Society Presentation”
Presenter: George Creek, President

 
A slide show presentation on the activities of The Council of BC Yacht Clubs and BC Marine 
Parks Forever Society. It has helped buy a number of BC Marine Parks and more recently, 
enhanced the system by making improvements and enhancements to existing marine parks. 

We all use our marine parks, come and learn more about them.

 
This is the last of the tech presentations for 2018! They will resume in January, 2019. Time has flown by, we’ve 
covered a diverse range of topics and I hope you have enjoyed them.  
 
George Creek is an excellent speaker and he represents an organization that is vital to maintaining the beautiful 
marine parks that we know and love.  I hope you will all be able to come out and attend this not-to-be-missed 
presentation!  

            Bronwen

STERN TIES BURGOYNE BAY
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Introducing Members Brendan, Lauren, Hunter and Grady

Hello! We are the Somers’ Family: Brendan, Lauren, Hunter (3), and Grady (1.5).

Our boat is The Mistress and she is a 21’ Striper. She is primarily a fishing 
machine and connection to the mothership Whiteshell.

Brendan has been boating for his whole life. Sailing with his parents (Don and 
Judy Somers) as a toddler on Judith E, racing as a child, teaching sailing as a 
teenager, and cruising with his parents as an adult.

Lauren has lived near the water her whole life. She started fishing and cruising 
on her parent’s friend’s boats as a child. Brendan introduced her to sailing as 
a teenager, and further developed her love for the ocean and boating through 
their relationship together.

Both Hunter and Grady have been boating since infancy. Hunter and Grady’s 
first big boating trip was to Ford Cove. Hunter went when he was 4 months 
and Grady went when he was 3 months.

We look forward to many adventures and activities with the Yacht Club for 
years to come!

L to R: Brendan, Grady, Hunter and Grandad Don

L to R: Don, Brendan, Hunter, Jude, Lauren and Grady

Who's boat is this and 
what are they up to?

Read all about it on page 8...
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Staff Captain Fleet Report 
Dennis Hull 
fancyfree2000@shaw.ca
250-871-5355
 

Well, summer is almost done. The rain over the last couple of weeks was very welcome as 
the forest fires are now out, the skies are free of smoke, and the grass is green again, but now 
fingers crossed for an Indian summer so the cruising season can be enjoyed a little longer.

I would like to thank all the Cruise Captains whose efforts made the cruises such a 
success. A special thanks to Dave and Gil Alford for stepping in and taking over the 
Round Quadra cruise when Ray Fountain was unable to be in town. Perhaps you can try 
it again next year, Ray - newcomers to boating or the area are somewhat intimidated by 
the various passages to be navigated, and a knowledgeable leader makes that first trip 

so much more enjoyable. Thanks also to Don and Judy, Jack and Jenifer for stepping in with the Squirrel Cove 
Raftup when the Dereniwskis’ boat was not ready for the trip.

Helen and I had an absolutely great time on the cruises we managed to attend - Lund/Okeover, Pender Harbour 
Blues Cruise, Gulf Island Cruise, and Squirrel Cove Raftup. The cruises are far and away the best way to get 
to know your Club mates in a smaller group setting. Descriptions of the cruises with photos will hopefully be 
forthcoming on the website soon. Just a little something to whet your appetites for next year!

            Dennis

Past Commodore’s Message 
George Luterbach
b-gluterbach@shaw.ca
250-941-8432
 

The year end for CVYC is rapidly approaching.  At the AGM one of the Agenda items is to 
elect candidates for vacant positions.  One of the roles of the Past Commodore is to chair a 
Nominating Committee whose goal is to seek out potential candidates to be considered by the 
general membership at the AGM by ballot, or by acclimation in the case of only one nominee. 
  
This year there are three vacancies: Rear Commodore, Staff Captain - Social, and 
Training Officer. The Rear Commodore position is a 4-year progressive position from 
Rear Commodore to Vice Commodore, then Commodore and Past Commodore. The 
other positions are potentially one-year terms, although we do ask for at least a two year 

commitment to foster continuity. There are position descriptions on the CVYC website for your information and 
further consideration. 

If you are interested in, or know of someone who is interested in, any one of these positions please contact me for 
follow up prior to the AGM. This process does not preclude nominations at the AGM, but by having at least one 
candidate for each vacancy identified in advance helps assure all positions will be filled by a democratic process 
at the AGM. 

            George
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Staff Captain Social Report          
Wanda Fields 
svnimue@gmail.com
250-898-9229
Committee Members: Helen Hull, Jackie Scott, Kate Clark

Welcome back everyone!

I’m sure you have all had a busy season boating, and now look forward to the fall and 
winter social season.

Tech Night was moved to Glacier Greens Golf Club that was gracious enough to help us 
out of a seasonal lack of venue. What a great turnout showed up to learn how to splice 
three strand line. Brendan Somers did an awesome job and there are many boaters who 
are much safer now in an emergency or know they have to look to the professionals.

Thank you to the 19 Wing Yacht Club and members Gary and Wendy McLean. We were able to use their facility 
for a Sunday Happy Hour on September 16th. It was a great turnout of over 55 people between the hours of 4:00 
pm - 8:00 pm. Lots of reminiscing about summer cruises.

Invitational BBQ – Friday, September 28th at the Fish and Game Club, 3780 Colake Rd, on Comox Lake.
Bar is open at 4:30 pm, dinner at 5:30 pm. Come and meet the members of 19 Wing Yacht Club, the Comox 
Sailing Club, Cape Lazo Power and Sail Squadron, and the Comox Valley Marine Rescue Society. Please bring 
a salad or dessert to share. We’ll be serving hamburgers (beef and veggie) or smokies to everyone. Volunteers 
welcome – come a bit early or stay a bit later and help out, please.

Look forward to:

• October 5th – TGIF at the Comox Golf Club from 7:00 - 10:00 pm

• October 10th – Tech Night at Comox Golf Club from 7:00 - 10:00 pm

• October 20th – Celebration at Comox Golf Club

• November 2nd – TGIF at Comox Golf Club from 7:00 - 10:00 pm

• November 24th – Commodores’ Ball at CFB Comox Officers’ Mess

• December 14th – Christmas TGIF Party at Comox Golf Club from 
7:00 - 10:00 pm

Watch for more information regarding our seasonal celebrations.

            Wanda
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A Report from CVYC Members on the Great Loop

As I think you know, the Great Loop typically involves a counter-clockwise trip through the Great Lakes down 
the inland waterways (i.e. Mississippi and other rivers) to the Gulf of Mexico then up the Eastern Intracoastal 
Waterway back to the Great Lakes, completing the loop. Our Great Loop trip will take around 1 year and started 
when we left Comox on August 1st hauling our Ranger Tug 29 to Sault Saint Marie Ontario. The trip across the 
five provinces was uneventful with the exception of a 3 day delay in getting our “Wide Load permit” for Ontario. 
We decided to spend the extra 3 days hanging out in Regina and visiting Laurie’s mother’s home town of Raymore, 
Saskatchewan. After arriving in Sault Saint Marie on August 9th and launching on August 10th, we docked the 

boat at the Roberta Bondar Marina in Sault Saint Marie and the 
boat in the slip next to us just happened to be another couple 
from Toronto doing the Great Loop (who we continue to travel 
with). We had to spend a few extra days in the Sault Saint Marie 
area to address some battery issues. Port Boathouse (where we 
purchased the boat) came through with a complete new set (6) 
of AGM batteries and finally we were underway heading down 
the Saint Mary’s River toward Lake Huron. 

As we write this (Sept 6th) we are sitting at the Municipal Marina in Grand Haven Michigan (2/3 of the way down 
the eastern shore of Lake Michigan) and contemplating whether or not to head out on the lake today. There are 
many beautiful little communities on the eastern side of Lake Michigan spaced between 20 and 30 miles apart. We 
expect to be in Chicago by the 15th of September but we’ve already learned not to book ahead as the weather and 
lake conditions can wreck best laid plans. 

The trip is very much a social affair with “docktails” every few days where “loopers” meet to socialize and 
strategize. Boat cards are a convenient way keeping in contact - we already have more than 25 cards from fellow 
loopers. It really is quite a community on the water. In Frankfort, Michigan, there were 15 looper boats and about 
30 attendees at docktails. 

The people we’ve met along the way so far have been both generous and fun. In Regina, Saskatchewan, we needed a 
place to store the boat while we waited for a road permit and an RV dealership allowed us to park our boat in their 
secure yard for 3 days at no cost. The young couple in the boat next to us at Mackinac (pronounced Mackinaw) Island 
dock went out fishing in the evening and gave us a 14 pound spring salmon when they returned. When we inquired 
about a taxi to get groceries, the Manager at the Sault Saint Marie Michigan marina gave us the keys to his truck. 
Random local people who strike up conversation at the boat offer to give you rides to and from grocery stores, etc. 
The computer repair store in Grand Haven worked on Laurie’s computer for about an hour and wouldn’t take any 
money for his time. The people really have been amazing. 

Lots of great restaurants in these small towns and we have been able to get most of our vegetables and fruits from 
farmers’ markets that are held once to twice a week and so far all within walking distance of the marinas. Lake 
conditions have been the only real frustration resulting in a 5 day weather hold in one spot but we have made the 
best of it with our fellow loopers.

Other than the battery issues mentioned above, the boat has been great and the investment in air conditioning is 
proving to be money well-spent as temperatures are averaging between 25 and 30 C. with very high humidity. 

Looking forward to seeing you all in December. All the best.
Peter & Laurie 
 
Update: Peter and Laurie have now been in Chicago for a number of days enjoying the 80 degree weather.

The "Myra Marie" ready for the trip across Canada
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www.CVYClub.com. © 2018, Comox Valley Yacht Club. All rights reserved. 

The "Red Pen" 
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds, Editor 
jjr@telus.net
250-650-0883

The "Sparkling Wand" 
Linda Graceffo, Publisher 

linda@sparklinggraphics.com
250-703-6568

Flotsam and Jetsam

Do you have any boating ‘stuff ’ for sale? Do you want to buy something that other members might have for 
sale? How about lost and found items? Send your information to the editor (jjr@telus.net) for inclusion in the 
Flotsam and Jetsam section. Include a description of the item (photo?), price if applicable, your name, telephone 
and/or email.

Discounts (show your CVYC card):
• Comox Marine & Woodworking Ltd. – 1782 Ryan Rd. East, Comox, Phone: 250-941-6699 

Website: www.comoxmarine.ca
• DSYC – 10% discount on Marine mechanical services.  Phone: 250-339-7222 

Website: desolationsoundyachtcharters.com
• Glenn Naylor Boat Photography – (10% discount), Phone: 250-650-8979 Email: gnaylor@zoho.com 

Website: www.gnaylorphoto.com
• The Harbour Chandler Ltd. – 52 Esplanade, Nanaimo, Phone: 250-753-2425
• Ocean Pacific Marine Supply & Shipyard – Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre, #102-1370 Island 

Highway, Campbell River. Toll free: 1-800-663-2294
• Comox Valley Kayaks – (10% discount) 2020 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2628
• Hartman Auto Supply – 480 Puntledge Road, Courtenay, Phone: 250-338-7261
• Industrial Plastics & Paints – #2-2946 Kilpatrick Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2886, 

Website: www.ippnet.com
 
For Sale or Wanted:
FREE: Flying Junior Sail Boat to give to a good home. This is a sail boat that was in the Yacht Club fleet. Contact 
Duane Ehrmantraut. Email erhmandg@gmail.com or phone 250-890-0206.

FREE: DBC inflatable 6 person life raft. Needs recertification before use. Contact Jack Reynolds at jjr@telus.net 
or phone 250-650-0883.

"We cannot direct the wind but we 
can adjust the sails"

-Dolly Parton
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