
 pg. 1 

CVYC 2019 Fireworks Cruise 

 

July 23rd saw 4 boats arriving at Ford’s Cove for the start of the Vancouver firework’s cruise. 

Barb and Ken on “Icebreaker”, Jerry and Elena on “Mardonna”, Clive, Maggie and Bevan on 

“Frank” and Dennis and Helen on “Footloose” kicked off the cruise with appies on the dock in 

bright sunshine. 

 

Day 2 we enjoyed an easy trip via Jedediah Island to 

Secret Cove where Peter and Mary on “Ruby Cruz” 

hopped on. The only downside this day was that 

Maggie sustained a badly bruised and swollen hand 

after an altercation with their anchor chain. 

 

 

The slightly lumpy seas had calmed down by the time we arrived at Gibson’s where we all found 

berths at the Gibson’s Marina before heading out in different directions to explore the town. 

We met again for dinner at a Japanese restaurant where Bevan impressed us all with the 

amount of sushi he managed to put 

away! 

Figure 1 Bevan trying out Peter's tiny camp stool 
and Maggie with bandaged hand! 

Figure 2 Gibson's Marina 

Figure 5 Bevin enjoyed reading and sushi Figure 4 Cruisers enjoying dinner at Gibson's. 

Figure 3 Molly's Reach, Gibsons 
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The wharfinger at False Creek Fisherman’s 

Wharf had done a fine job of putting us all 

together on the same dock, and we were 

happy to see that Ken and Brigid on “Kintail” 

were already happily berthed amongst us 

when we arrived.  

 

All of us seemed to have relatives or friends in 

town so we went our separate ways, but all 

managed to be at a potluck dinner on the 

dock on Saturday where we were joined by  Ted 

and Deirdre on “Jacana”. They had arrived that 

afternoon after a long and rough trip all the way from 

Secret Cove to 

Vancouver. 

What a 

difference a 

day makes! 

The rest of us 

had an easy 

ride just the 

day before. 

 Dennis had 

prepared 

“The Great 

Canadian Quiz”, and it was fun to realize what we knew, 

Figure 6 Ken and Brigid at Fisherman's Wharf 

Figure 8 Ted and Deidre in Fisherman's Wharf 

Figure 9 Peter enjoying the potluck; Elena 
visiting. 

Figure 10 Potluck on the docks. 

Figure 11 Mary visiting with Ken at the potluck. 

Figure 7 Appies on the dock in Vancouver. 
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and didn’t know, about our Country. Brigid won first 

prize with several others close behind. 

 

After dinner we had a leisurely stroll to Vanier Park 

where we had a wonderful view of the opening night of 

the fireworks. 

 

Barb and Ken had to “hop off” the next day to start heading home again, while the rest of us did 

our own thing. The next few days included Bard on the Beach for some, shopping at Granville 

Island, visiting Dr Sun Yat Sen gardens,  checking 

out e- kick scooters, shopping downtown, taking in a movie, and visiting with friends. 

 

John and Sue on “Shiffeen” had arrived in time for the fireworks on Wednesday, and 

demonstrated their comparative youth by 

going flat out partying with friends, 

swimming, cycling, and  hiking. Exhausting 

just to watch! It was good to see that they 

needed to pass on a 2-hour hike and just veg 

out when we were with them at the Union 

Steamship dock on Bowen Island.  

 

After the second fireworks we began to 

disperse and start heading home. “Ruby 

Cruz” and “Footloose” stayed together for 

the rest of the cruise. We spent 2 days at the 

Vancouver Rowing Club from where we were able to walk across Stanley Park to Second Beach 

Figure 12 Helen, Peter and Mary on way to gardens. 

Figure 14 Twoes vegging out at Bowen Island 

Figure 13 Sun Yen Sen Garden 
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and see the third (and best) fireworks and rent 

bikes for a ride along the waterfront round to 

Kitsilano.  

The Rowing Club is a truly 

lovely spot in which to stay - thanks 

again to Don Somers for organizing 

reciprocal Moorage with them. 

A trip under the Second Narrows 

Bridge, and up Indian Arm was a restful 

and lovely break after the city.  

We spent that night at Burrard Yacht Club in North 

Vancouver. The Squamish Band has put in a 

Spirit Trail from just outside the Marina, 

Figure 15/16 Views from the Rowing Club 

Figure 18 Mary and Peter relaxing. 

Figure 17 Indian Arm 
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past Mosquito Creek, and over to Lonsdale Quay - an easy and interesting walk. 

 

The stops en route home were Bowen 

Island, Smugglers Cove, and Pender 

Harbour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wind and seas were very kind to us with the exception of the last day from Pender Harbour 

when a vigorous south easterly gave us a wild ride. Mary and Peter braved the crossing from 

the top of Texada to Comox but recommended that “Footloose” not cross unless we really 

needed to.  

We spent the night in Van Anda on Texada Island and had a calm crossing the next day. 

 

We had a grand time, and the hop on/hop off format worked well. 

Cruise Organizers 

➢ Dennis and Helen Hull 

Figure 19 Smuggler's Cove anchorage 


