
Update on The Rippon’s Great Loop Cruise  Feb 2019 

Our trip back to Pensacola was uneventful and all the work on the boat had been completed so we 

took a day to re-provision the boat and then headed east on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. It was 

sad to see the devastation left by Hurricane Michael but these storms are a somewhat regular 

occurrence along this stretch of the Gulf and they seem to just shake it off and get on with rebuilding. 

 

Crossing the Gulf made for a long but uneventful day. On January 16th we crossed from Carrabelle to 

Tarpon Springs - a total of 170 miles. For the crossing there are three choices: 

 

1) fast - a daylight-only crossing (which we choose) 

 

2) slow - an overnight crossing 20 - 24 hrs so you arrive late morning and you’re dodging crab pots 

(lots of them!) with sun in your eyes. 

 

3) real slow - three days of about 80 miles per day hitting different small towns that are located up 

rivers. This requires a minimum of a three day weather window which can be hard to come by this 

time of year. 

 

We met another couple on 45 foot Carver, “Irish Rover”, who were also doing a daylight-only crossing, 

so we joined them until about 2/3 of the way across.  We headed to Tarpon Springs and they carried 

on to Clearwater. The crossing took ten hours at an average of 17 mph and we had seas of 2 to 4 feet 

on our port aft quarter pretty much the entire time. The Admiral/ First Mate/ Line handled the crossing 

with her typical quiet composure. We were both happy to arrive at Tarpon Springs, a great little town 

with a Greek heritage of the sea sponge industry and good restaurants. We spent six days there 

before heading to Saint Petersburg and then on to Sarasota. 

 

Attached are a couple of pictures of the Myra-Marie prepped and ready (note the inflated life-raft), and 

the sunrise as we are leaving Carrabelle in the morning to cross the Gulf. 

 

All our best to the two of you and to friends on Jane Place and the Comox Valley Yacht Club!  

 

Peter & Laurie  

 

 


