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Commodore’s Message 
Commodore Jenifer Jennings 
jjr@telus.net
250-650-0883

 
Spring Cruise:  A very successful start to our cruising season – the 
Spring Cruise to Ford Cove was excellent! Thank you very much to 
Cruise Captains Kent and Leslie Giebelhaus and Brendan and Lauren 
Somers. You did a lot of work on this Las Vegas-themed cruise and it 
was appreciated by the large number of Club members who attended. 
I particularly enjoyed holding up a sign, “Divorces Here, Lawyer on 
Duty” as I photo-bombed the Fountains’ “Chapel of Love” (aka SV 
“Summer Breeze”) where Ray and Kathy were providing quickie Las 
Vegas-style weddings with all the accoutrements.   

One of the great moments at the “Chapel of Love” was George and Bonnie 
Luterbach’s renewal of their wedding vows on their actual 45th Anniversary. 
I have insisted Editor Bonnie insert a photo of this event here.

Sail Past:  I was pleased to invite Past Commodores that might not have 
come otherwise to sail onboard our vessel, 
MV “All That Jazz” for the Sail Past. Peter and Beth Sanderson, 
Larry Clay, and Cameron Cairncross sailed with us and gave me 
helpful advice and moral support. I really enjoyed the event – 
thank you ALL for coming out and I hope you had fun, too.

I was particularly gratified to see that in announcing the event, Staff Captain – Fleet, 
Dennis Hull, recognized the Sail Past salute to the Commodore included the First Laddie, 
my husband, Jack. In many volunteer positions in our Club there is an often unrecognized 
person, the “better half ” (male or female) who goes unrewarded. Thank you to all of our 
partners who give us the our space, our/your time, your ear, and often your broad or strong 
shoulders to help those of us who have our names on the Executive/volunteer list. You are a 
large and unheralded part of keeping this Club so successful and vibrant.

Club Nametags:  Attending inter-club yacht club meetings has introduced me to the idea of 
having more substantial nametags. We require a small committee to research this idea and 
make recommendations to the Executive. I would appreciate a few volunteers to help me 
with this project. Please contact me at jjr@telus.net if you are interested. 

            Jenifer 
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Ford Cove at dusk. Photo credit Bonnie Luterbach

Upcoming Events:
Tuesday, May 7th Tech Night 7-9pm 
Comox Golf Course

Friday, May 24th 19 Wing Comox Invita-
tional 4-8pm 19 Wing Clubhouse Goose Spit

Saturday June 1st (June 2nd alternate)
Tree Island Clean-up

Saturday, June 8th CVYC Open House 
10am-3pm Comox Marina. TGIS Appie 
Night 6-9pm Comox Golf Course
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Vice Commodore Report 
Grant Watkins 
r1g2w3@hotmail.com
250-650-0567

Communications Team: 
Sunshine Person – Jackie Scott (bobjackies@shaw.ca)
Email Broadcaster – Donna Ehrmantraut  (donna.ehrmantraut@gmail.com) 
Website Manager – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Audio-Visual Wrangler – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Photo Album Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca)
Bulletin Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca)
Bulletin Publisher – Linda Graceffo (linda@sparklinggraphics.com)

Ford Cove Cruise was a great success. Thank you again to the organizers who put in so many hours to ensure 
that we all had a wonderful time. Next – on to the Gorge.
 
Cruising season is here, and many of us will be out on the boats much of the time. Hence, there are less shore-
based activities and meetings. When we get back it will be a busy time getting the fall schedule underway and 
planning for 2020.
 

Continued next page...

Commodore Jenifer and Jack Jennings 
hosted BBQ in their back yard

Photo credits Bonnie Luterbach
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One of the topics your Executive has been discussing at our monthly meetings is that of “Surplus Funds”. Yes; 
we have money in the bank! As we start developing our 2020 budget, we need to investigate this and determine 
where we go from here. Currently (April 30, 2019) we have a combined amount of $82,000 in our chequing 
account and a GIC. Note that this is a relative high point in our financial year, as we have recently been collecting 
everyone’s annual dues.
 
A bit of history:  When the Club started, one of the goals was to acquire our own facilities. Several fund-raising 
activities were undertaken towards this goal, resulting in the accumulation of almost $15,000. Then the Club 
got a $20,000 insurance settlement when the pub, where we had a regular meeting room and equipment, 
burned down. After an Executive committee review, these funds were discussed at the 2015 AGM. A motion 
was tabled and passed to combine these two amounts into a Building Fund of $34,842, and to continue to show 
it as a separate line item, which remains on our balance sheet today. There is not much chance of us acquiring 
permanent facilities, given todays high real estate costs. Nevertheless, there is a strong connection within the 
Club to remember the efforts that went into acquiring these funds, and to keep them separate, just in case some 
opportunity does arise.
 
$82,000 less the Building Fund of approximately $35,000 is $47,000.
 
Our annual budget is approximately $26,000. A normal reserve for a Club like ours would be around six to 
twelve months operating budget, or $13,000 to $26,000. Given that we are at a seasonal high point, let’s talk 
further about $47,000 less a full years Annual Budget of $26,000, or $21,000. This $21,000 could be considered 
“Surplus Funds”. Where has this come from? We looked back over the past five years and found that often the 
Club ends the year slightly under budget, sometimes adding $1,000 - $2,000 to our surplus. This adds up over 
time.
 
We had a quick brain storming session at our May meeting about how this “Surplus fund” could be used, with 
many ideas thrown into the pot. Most included a variety of ways to spend this money down over the next five to 
ten years, enhancing Club activities, i.e. having fun. We didn’t get into actual proposals, discussion, or debates at 
this time. After all – we’re going boating!
 
But when we get back, we’ve got a mandate from the Executive to continue this discussion in advance of next 
year’s budget. 

The key questions are:
 

1. What should the long-term levels be for the Building Fund, an Annual Operating Reserve, and the Surplus 
Fund?

2. What are our options for using the Surplus Funds component?

We might also put together a committee to consolidate members’ ideas and put forth recommendations.
 
What do you think?  Please let us know over the summer. 

            Grant
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Rear Commodore Report 
Ken Gadicke 
kgcreston@gmail.com
250-650-1237

 
Our Tree Island Clean-up day was scheduled in conjunction with the Annual Sail Past for 
May 4th or 5th depending on weather. For the first time in several years we had to make 
the decision to postpone the Tree Island Clean-up to another weekend due to the strong 
wind warning in effect for Saturday and then again on Sunday afternoon. The mental 
picture of 20 boats anchored in the questionable holding ground at Tree Island in a strong 
wind didn’t seem like a good boating decision. Sometimes the smartest boating decision 
is to not go boating.  

We are now looking at the June 1st weekend for the Tree Island Clean-up day. Please 
mark your calendars for this fun day with a bunch of Club members and their boats enjoying a fine cookout and 
get together. 

Also at Tree Island, we hired a diver to inspect and clean the Park Host Buoy and its related mooring gear. All 
was well, except for the critical shackle attaching the bottom of the chain to the large block on the bottom of 
the bay. That shackle showed wear to the extent that approximately 25% of the shackle had been worn away. We 
have asked the diver to go back and replace the shackle. Thank you to BC Parks for providing us with $800 to 
help with our Tree Island costs and in particular buoy maintenance. Last month I reported that the stairs leading 
down from the main picnic area towards the outhouse had been removed. I was recently on the island and noted 
that, although the steps had been removed, there remains a very well-defined sandy path in their place.

Remember to consider acting as a Park Host for one weekend this summer. The sign-up calendar is up and 
running on our Club website.             

            Ken

Quartermaster's Report 
Barb Hammer      Quartermasters-in-Training: Helen Hull and Barbara Magnusson
bmhammer@telus.net          
250-339-2333 
 

Cruising season has started and Barbara Magnussson has taken the CVYC Stores on the 
water, starting with the Ford Cove weekend. Barbara will also be at the Gorge Harbour 
event with our new CCVYC mugs and other items.

I will place an order with our supplier during the week of May 13th for those members 
who have ordered clothing lately. Please let me know if you would like to order 
something.

Stores will set up at the June TGIF and then will take a break for the summer. 

            Barb
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Staff Captain Membership Report 
Sue Newman 
sue.newman@shaw.ca
250-898-8333

Membership as of May 2, 2019:
 Total unchanged at  145 
 Full members    138
 Associates       7 

 
 
 
 

Open House:

Date:  Saturday, June 8th 
Time:  either 10am – 3pm or 11am – 4pm TBD (TGIS the same evening) 

Member Volunteers needed to help with:  

Promotion
• Article in the paper – ahead of time
• Permission for the event – Done (Sue)
• Posters around the Marina – Sue will do
• Draw for new members – suggested item – gift certificate from Stores?

Prep 
• Collecting and returning tent (where is this kept?), 2 long tables and 2 banners
• Set up of tent (in time for either 10am or 11am)
• Posters, registration forms, etc., inside the tent and signs – Sue
• Coffee and donuts – Pick up and return for 60 cups (submit receipts to Colin)

During
• Tell your stories to visitors and passers by 

Take down
• Remove and return all that which was set up

Respectfully submitted,

            Sue
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Staff Captain Social Report                                                                                                                                                      
Holly McAra      Committee: Barb Drake-Douglas, Jackie Scott and Helen Hull 
holly_mcara@yahoo.com
250-702-5690
 

April 5th 6:30pm TGIF at Glacier Greens Golf Club. It was a great success we had 71 people. 
We did run out of food, but Ben Gill got more food out for us and found a way to keep us in 
our budget. We made the announcement for Sail Past and Tree Island Clean-up and BBQ, 
which will now be Sunday May 5th.

          Holly

MAY TO SEPTEMBER 2019 EVENTS FOR CVYC:
DATE EVENT TIME VENUE CONTACT

May 7 Tech Night 7:00 - 9:00pm Comox Golf Course Dave Alford davegil@telus.net

May 17, 18, 19 Gorge Harbour Seafood Festival Gorge Harbour Marina, Cortez Island Bruce McAra Bruce_McAra@yahoo.com

May 24 19 Wing Comox Invitational 4:00 - 8:00pm 19 Wing Clubhouse, Goose Spit Holly McAra Holly_McAra@yahoo.com

May 24, 25, 26 Lund/Okeover Cruise Lund Marina and Okeover Marina Peter Manson pmanson45@gmail.com

June 1 or June 2 Tree Island Clean-up TBA Tree Island Ken Gadicke kgcreston@gmail.com

June 8 CVYC Open House and Info. Session 10:00am - 3:00pm Comox Marina Sue Newman sue.newman@shaw.ca

June 8 TGIS 6:00 - 9:00pm Comox Golf Club Holly McAra Holly_McAra@yahoo.com

June 29 - July 2 Rebecca Spit/Toba Inlet Meet at Hariot Bay Marina Dock Roger Douglas rdouglas.cr@gmail.com
Barb Drake Barbara.m.drake@gmail.com

July 1, 3-4 wks; 
Alt. start Aug. 10 Vancouver Island Circumnavigation Grant Watkins r1g2w3@hotmail.com

July 6 High Tide Dinghy Cruise to 19 Wing TBD Kathy & Ray Fountain rnkfountain@shaw.ca

July 23 - Aug. 9 Vancouver Fireworks Cruise Dennis & Helen Hull fancyfree2000@shaw.ca

Aug. 26 - 29 Pre Squirrel Cove Cruise Jerry Day jjday@shaw.ca

Aug. 30 - Sept 1 Squirrel Cove Raft Up Eileen Phillips singingsandsbeach@gmail.com

Sept. 6 TGIF 6:30 - 9:00pm Comox Golf Club Holly McAra Holly_McAra@yahoo.com

Sept. 11 Tech Night 7:00 - 9:00pm Comox Golf Club Dave Alford davegil@telus.net

Sept. 28 CVYC Invitational BBQ 4:30pm start Fish and Game Club, Comox Lake Holly McAra Holly_McAra@yahoo.com

ANNOUNCEMENT:

19 Wing Comox has invited us to their Annual Club Invitational 
 
 Date:  May 24, 2019
 Time:  4-8pm
 Location: 19 Wing Clubhouse, Goose Spit
 
Please tell Holly McAra BEFORE May 18th if you plan to attend (your name 
must be at the entrance gate). 
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Training Officers Report 
Dave Alford 
davegil@telus.net
250-339-3203
 

Normally the last Tech Night is in April until the fall, but as that was cancelled, this 
coming Tuesday, May 7th at 7:00pm at the Comox Golf Course will be last until the 
September and October meetings. 

As your training Officer, I would like to bring to your attention, a weather app called 
"Predict Wind" that you can download from the web to your cell phone or computer. 

We have used it for a couple of years and have found it to be a very accurate forecasting 
tool.  It takes four different broadcasting modules, giving wind speed, direction, wave 

height, cloud coverage and precipitation presented in different formats. It has proven very accurate, especially when 
all four forecasts are the same. You can choose any location and it gives a seven-day forecast, which is updated 
regularly. It has been used by international round-the-world sailing races and is highly recommended. Try it! 

                  Dave

Staff Captain Fleet Report 
Dennis Hull 
fancyfree2000@shaw.ca
250-871-5355
 

The first cruise of the 2019 season to Ford’s Cove is in the books. It was a huge success 
thanks to organizers Lauren, Brendan and Judy Sommers, and Leslie and Kent Giebelhaus, 
whose hard work and creativity in the planning and execution made it a great weekend. 
Despite the high winds, everyone from the 22 boats had a great time and most of the 
activities were able to go ahead as planned. A full report from the cruise captains is expected 
and will be included on the website, www.cvyclub.com.
 
The annual Commodore’s Sail Past was this weekend on Sunday May 5th. An email was 
sent out to the membership, as the Commodore, Rear Commodore and Staff Captain Fleet 

decided not to go ahead as planned because of predicted wind conditions and postponed it to Sunday. When that 
decision was made, another email was sent to inform all members. Our Commodore, Jenifer, had invited past 
Commodores to join Jack and her on “All That Jazz”, which is a lovely tribute to the work put in by them over the 
years. The Sail Past went forward, but the Tree Island Clean-up was rescheduled. As everything was prepared for the 
BBQ, our Commodore invited participants to have the BBQ in her back yard following the Sail Past. 
 
The next major cruise is to Gorge Harbour on May 17th, 18th and 19th. The docks are fully booked with some 
raft ups already in place, but if you’re still interested, please refer to cruise captains Bruce and Holly McAra 
at bruce-mcara@yahoo.com or call 250-897-9498. A week later, on May 24th, 25th and 26th, is the Lund/Okeover 
Cruise. At present there are 14 boats and one camper committed to attend. Contact Cruise Captains Peter Manson and 
Mary Ashton at pmanson45@gmail.com for more information. See you on the water, 

            Dennis
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DOCK TALK...
NOTE:
Dock Talk is a new place in the Bulletin for you to pass on notes of interest or a thank you to CVYC members. Please send 
a short note or a thank you to Bonnie’s email address: bluterbach@shaw.ca. Pictures sent may be included in the Bulletin, 
if space allows, or on the Club web site.

New Contact for the CVYC Storage Locker
The Rear Commodore, currently Ken Gadicke (kgcreston@gmail.com or 250-650-1237), is now responsible 
for the CVYC storage locker and any CVYC equipment (except for the CVYC AV equipment and computer/
projector, which is still managed by Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com or 250-650-8979). If any member 
needs anything from the CVYC locker, e.g., the tent, the Rear Commodore is the “go to” person. The Rear 
Commodore’s contact information is now on file at the storage locker location; Glenn’s has been removed.

Predict Wind App
Many of you may have your favourite wind conditions application. Dave Alford’s is found on a web site 
called PredictWind.com. Check out this month’s Training Officer’s report, where David describes the 
advantages of this software. Note there is a free version of this app and it is updated hourly.

CVYC Cruise Summaries  
If you participate in a 2019 CVYC cruise this summer, please share some of your cruise pictures and 
experiences with your Cruise Captains. The Cruise Captains will be compiling a cruise summary and pictures 
that they send to Bonnie so that the cruise can be set up and shared on the CVYC web site this fall. We all 
want to enjoy your fun-filled or challenging experiences! Watch for the Ford Cove Spring Cruise summary 
coming soon to the CVYC web site.

Welcome New Members...
 
Willie and Barbara Thomson extend a heartfelt “thank-you” to the Comox Valley Yacht Club for such an encouraging and 
warm welcome! When we were uncertain newbies attending our first TGIF event, many of the Club members made a point 
of coming over to introduce themselves and share their boat stories. Nothing brings down polite walls like mutual laughter. 

Our Hunter 31 sailboat, SISU, is moored at the Gas ‘N’ Go Marina. We purchased 
the boat last spring; both of us were new to sailing. To prepare ourselves, we had 
completed Cape Lazo Power Squadron courses, purchased various “Bible books” on 
sailing, read numerous magazine articles on the challenges and potential calamities, 
and not to mention the YouTube videos of sailboats heeled over to stanchions in the 
blue water. Finally, we closed the books and set out for the first time. We put up the 
main sail. The boat immediately heeled over. Barbara may have yelled something. 
After we managed to right ourselves, we reaffirmed our wedding vows. 

Since that first sail a year ago, we have learned from our experiences and the shared wisdom of fellow sailors. We’ve 
explored anchorages from Salt Spring Island to Desolation Sound, always mindful and grateful for the privileges and 
lessons SISU has brought to our lives. While learning about boats and sailing, those skills from our past work lives have 
stood us in good stead. Willie retired from a career with NCR as an electronics technician and Barbara as a counsellor with 
the Fraser Valley Health. 

SISU is a Finnish word used to describe the spirit of the Finnish people: calm and persevering in the face of adversity. 
We chose this name in honor of Barbara’s father, who loved nothing more than being on the ocean, in any boat, from any 
launch, every chance he was afforded. What a joy to discover a membership of like-minded souls in the CVYC.
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Past Commodore’s Message 
Don Somers 
somersdrw@gmail.com 
250-650-0876 

With May upon us it is time to salute Commodore Jenifer Jennings Reynolds at the 
Commodore’s Sail Past. As Commodore last year I was excited to have Jenifer following 
behind me as her energy and enthusiasm would be a lift for any group in which she 
is involved. This has certainly been proven out as I look back at the organizing and 
background work completed since she took over in November 2018. 

It also started me thinking about other strong, vibrant women that have been our 
Commodores in the years past. 

In 2008 Kathleen Leighton was Commodore with 1st Mate Harold Leighton. Kathleen and Harold were very 
active members and their daughter Robin was a regular attendee at events and gatherings. Kathleen was an 
ardent supporter of the Marine Parks in BC and under her guidance we started our annual donation to the 
Marine Parks Forever Society. In 2017 the Leighton’s sold their boat and are spending more time with the family 
(euphemism for grandkids) at Horn Lake. They continue to be members of the CVYC and we look forward to 
seeing them at upcoming events. 

In 2013 Bev Campbell was Commodore with 1st Mate Gary Campbell. The Campbell’s are the only family 
to have both spouses serve as Commodore of the CVYC (Gary in 2009). Bev is a very organized person and 
she took on documenting and writing up “policies and procedures”. To this day as we update our position 
descriptions we work from her original efforts. Bev also ensured our Club was actively welcoming new members 
to the Club, and we continue to be renowned for our warm welcome to new folks. Bev and Gary continue to be 
members of the CVYC and are currently on their way to Alaska on their boat. 

Please go to the membership web page https://www.cvyclub.com/member-photos on the CVYC web site to see if 
you can identify the pictures of our Past Commodores, or go directly to:  

Kathleen Leighton https://www.cvyclub.com/member-photos?lightbox=dataItem-j1n5yy5w6 
 
Bev Campbell https://www.cvyclub.com/member-photos?lightbox=dataItem-j1n5yy5y5

Thanks to all our Club members for the energy and efforts they bring to our Club and this month special thanks 
to Commodores Jenifer, Kathleen and Bev!

            Don
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The "Blue Pencil" 
Bonnie Luterbach, Editor 
bluterbach@shaw.ca
250-465-1948

The "Sparkling Wand" 
Linda Graceffo, Publisher 

linda@sparklinggraphics.com
250-703-6568

Flotsam and Jetsam

Do you have any boating ‘stuff ’ for sale? Do you want to buy something that other members might have for 
sale? How about lost and found items? Send your information to the editor (bluterbach@shaw.ca) for inclusion 
in the Flotsam and Jetsam section. Include a description of the item (photo?), price if applicable, your name, 
telephone and/or email.

Discounts (show your CVYC card):
• Comox Marine & Woodworking Ltd. – 1782 Ryan Rd. East, Comox, Phone: 250-941-6699 

Website: www.comoxmarine.ca
• DSYC – 10% discount on Marine mechanical services. Phone: 250-339-7222 

Website: http://www.desolationsoundyachtcharters.com
• Glenn Naylor Boat Photography – (10% discount), Phone: 250-650-8979 Email: gnaylor@zoho.com 

Website: www.gnaylorphoto.com
• The Harbour Chandler Ltd. – 52 Esplanade, Nanaimo, Phone: 250-753-2425
• Ocean Pacific Marine Supply & Shipyard – Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre, #102-1370 Island 

Highway, Campbell River. Toll free: 1-800-663-2294
• Comox Valley Kayaks – (10% discount) 2020 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2628
• Hartman Auto Supply – 480 Puntledge Road, Courtenay, Phone: 250-338-7261
• Industrial Plastics & Paints – #2-2946 Kilpatrick Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2886, 

Website: https://goindustrial.ca/index.php/en/courtenay
 
Left at Sail Past BBQ: One red canvas folding chair in a matching red bag (Outbound brand), one Seawag cellphone 
case (waterproof), a black North Face vest (size S/M). Contact Jack or Jenifer at jjr@telus.net.
 
Guidance/Referrals Needed: Warren and Brenda Janes are refurbishing a 28' Crown Sailboat in their backyard in 
Black Creek and are in need of guidance/referrals to assist with the transom, the rigging and electrical. Warren can be 
reached at warren2j@gmail.com to discuss prospects and compensation. All suggestions are welcome.
 
For Sale: 45' Carver Voyageur Power Vessel "Whiteshell" Extensive list of upgrades, well maintained. For serious inquiries 
contact Don 250-650-0876 or email somersdrw@gmail.com.

"Being on a boat that's moving through the 
water, it's so clear. Everything falls into place 
in terms of what's important and what's not." 

-James Taylor
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