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Commodore’s Message 
Commodore Don Somers 
somersdrw@gmail.com 
250-650-0876 

 
November brings us a new CVYC Executive to guide our 
Club through the year(s) ahead. At the Annual General 
Meeting (AGM), scheduled for November 7, we will elect 
our new CVYC Executive. This year will see new members 
stepping in to fill the Rear Commodore, Staff Captain Social 
and the appointment of a Tech Training Officer. I want to 
extend my sincere thanks to all members of the Executive. We 
have worked well throughout this year to deliver our various 
programs, our Social and Tech events, and our cruises (both 
long and short) with reciprocal moorage privileges for our 
members. 
 

We completed the CVYC membership survey last spring. The results are on the Members 
Only section of the website. We had strong support for our catered events, Social and Tech 
nights. Members feel they get very good value for their membership dues and enjoy the 
Club’s cruising program. These surveys help the Executive plan accordingly, based on what 
members’ value. 

We continue our history of giving back to our community through our support of the Tree 
Island annual clean-up and Park Host Program through the summer. As well, our financial 
support of the BC Marine Parks Forever Society and the Comox Marine Valley Rescue is 
sincerely appreciated by both organizations.
 
Special thanks from all of us to Wanda Fields - Fleet Officer Social, Bronwen Young - 
Technical Training Officer and George Luterbach - Past Commodore. They are retiring 
from their positions and have been an integral part of our Club’s success. 

On November 24 we hold our one formal event of the year, the Commodores' Ball. At the 
“Ball” we will present the officer’s flag to each of the new Executive and award the “Good 
Samaritan Award” and the coveted “Boat Hook Award”. Also, it is my privilege to present 
the “Commodore's Award of Merit” recognizing a Club member’s outstanding efforts on 
behalf of our Club. A fabulous dinner, dancing and awards, this is always a great fun event-
be a part of it!
 

CVYC Executive:
Commodore
Don Somers

Vice Commodore
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds

Rear Commodore
Grant Watkins

Past Commodore
George Luterbach

Secretary
Janice Marlow

Treasurer
Colin Marlow

Staff Captain Membership
Sue Newman

Staff Captain Social
Wanda Fields

Staff Captain Fleet
Dennis Hull
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Commodores' Ball November 2017. Photo credit Bonnie Luterbach

Upcoming Events: 

Wednesday, November 7th
AGM 7-10pm
(Comox Golf Club)

Saturday, November 24th
Commodores' Ball
(CFB Comox Officers' Mess)
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Vice Commodore Report 
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds 
jjr@telus.net
250-650-0883

Communications Team: 
Sunshine Person – Jackie Scott (bobjackies@shaw.ca)
Email Broadcaster – Donna Ehrmantraut  (donna.ehrmantraut@gmail.com) 
Website Manager – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Audio-Visual Wrangler – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Photo Album Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca)
Bulletin Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca)
Bulletin Publisher – Linda Graceffo (linda@sparklinggraphics.com)  
 
 

Sunshine Person – Jackie Scott wishes me to remind you about our Sunshine program. If you know of someone who 
would appreciate receiving good wishes, condolences, “thinking of you” messages from our Club, please let Jackie know so 
she can send them a card on behalf of all of us. Reach her by email at: bobjackies@shaw.ca.  

Website News – Glenn has received numerous positive comments on the enhanced website which he is making as user 
friendly as possible. Not all members have signed up to use the site – we believe about 99 are able to use it fully (and the 
rest are missing a great resource!) We have had 5308 visits counted on the site since last AGM.

Glenn passes on messages that we receive through the website to the members of the Executive, usually on the same day. 
Submissions (cruise reports, pictures from social events) are working well, going first to Bonnie Luterbach at bluterbach@shaw.ca.

Also, Glenn is available to take pictures for members not yet on the members’ picture page, or to retake any members’ 
photos already there. He will bring a camera to every TGIF. He has added the updated membership forms for 2018/19. As 
well, there was a concern raised regarding the cost of using PayPal for Club events, so he has added explanatory text by 
each location the PayPal button is used on the website. 

Broadcast Emails (those going out to everyone in the Club simultaneously): our volunteer, Donna Ehrmantraut, reminds 
members that although she sends the emails out, she does not organize the events. Please do not use the “Reply” function to ask 
questions as she must then re-route your email to the actual writer (whose email address will be in the text of the message).

And that’s my final report as Vice-Commodore. My deepest thanks to those volunteers who kept the Club communications 
running smoothly this year: Linda Graceffo, Jackie Scott, Glenn Naylor, Bonnie Luterbach, and Donna Ehrmantraut.

            Jenifer

Make sure you send your story of Club members that are worthy of the following annual awards to George Luterbach 
for the “Good Samaritan” or to Grant Watkins for the “Boat Hook”. We need your help to recognize those special 
people in our Club.
 
In closing as your Commodore for the past year, thanks to all of you for helping to make the CVYC one of the friendliest, 
welcoming Clubs in the valley. Your new Executive will continue to build on this heritage, but it is up to all of us to pitch in 
and make our Club a success!
 
See you at the AGM and the Commodores' Ball! 

                                                                                                       Don
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Rear Commodore Report 
Grant Watkins 
r1g2w3@hotmail.com
250-650-0567

 
November 2nd – hard to believe the boating season is just about done. “Just about” because I’m 
typing this from the middle of the Straight, heading north for a circuit around Quadra Island, 
then a winter fuel up at Campbell River on the way home. It’s blue skies and calm seas right now – 
at least for a few hours!
 
Mae and I had a great week out during that brief Indian summer we had in the beginning of 
October – glorious sunshine and a bit of fog. We explored the West coast of Texada Island. At 
Mouat Bay, we anchored behind Dick Island, which is just off the Shelter Point park near Gillies 
Bay. Beautiful spot in settled weather. It’s about an 8km round trip walk into the Village and the 
best part was that the “Ravenous Raven” is open year-round for lunch. Next stop was just south in 

Davie Bay – nobody there, nice beach, no houses, etc. Good hidey hole in a NW wind. Next year we’ll go further south to 
explore Shingle beach park and then Cook Bay.
 
The new burgees are in. Barb Hammer will arrange replacements for those new members with the faded ones. Thanks 
Barb.
 
The final Tech Night was a big success. The Marine Parks Forever Society does a great job on our behalf. New marine park 
land purchases and installing lots of new stern tie rings up and down the coast are two of their primary activities. Thanks 
again Bronwen, and for a great job all year long.
 
Finally, one of the last duties I have as Rear Commodore is the awarding of the venerable “Boat Hook” award. Please let 
me know your nominations soon as I’m told the “Hook” needs to be engraved in time for the Commodores' Ball. Funny 
incidents, not involving safety or serious problems, are best where we can then laugh with the recipient, not “at”…
 
Thanks to all for a great season.             

            Grant

Enter Laughing in fog
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Training Officers' Report 
Bronwen & Eric Young 
baeyoung@me.com
 

Many thanks to Brendan Somers (splicing rope) and to George Creek (Marine Parks) for their 
presentations in September and October. We have been most fortunate to have presenters of this 
caliber willing to come and speak to us.

Tech Nights for 2018 have reached their conclusion. I hope that the presentations have been of 
interest to you. It has been a bit of a challenge to find topics of potential benefit to all members as 
you are a diverse lot! If you have any comments, please contact me at baeyoung@telus.net.  
 
My mandate is over and I am passing my responsibilities on to David Alford. He is already thinking 
of fresh ideas so we can all look forward to the new series starting in January! Topics are always 

needed so please start them coming now while the organizational process is underway. Contact David at davegil@telus.net 
with your list!

I hope you have an enjoyable winter and that your boats are safely tucked away from winter storms. 

See you all at the first Tech Night in January!   

                  Bronwen

 
 
 
 
 
Don Somers,       October 12, 2018 
Comox Valley Yacht Club 
Comox BC 
 
 
Dear Don,    Re Corporate Sponsorship  
 
 
At my presentation last night, the question about corporate sponsorship was raised and 
whether or not the Society received any. 
 
Please inform your members that the (your) society does not receive any corporate donations 
or sponsorships that might dictate how the Society functions. 
 
All expenditures on projects, donations for land purchases and general operating expenses over 
$2,500 annually must be presented to and approved by the Council of BC Yacht Clubs. 
 
We have received three donations totalling $45,000 from a conservation trust to be used for 
environmental projects or land purchases for marine parks. 
 
I trust this will allay any misinformation that might have been given to your members. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
George Creek 
President  
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Quartermaster's Report 
Barb Hammer, Barbara Magnusson & Helen Hull (Quartermasters-in-Training)     
bmhammer@telus.net          
250-339-2333 
          

It's wonderful to experience the different seasons. With the cooler weather on the horizon, our 
clothing needs change. More layers, warmer clothing, rain gear. Your CVYC Stores still carries a few 
items that may be perfect for this time of year.

Nylon Yacht Club burgees: The replacement nylon burgees have arrived! Members who currently 
have a nylon burgee are asked to swap old with new. I'll have the new burgees available at the AGM, 
the Commodores’ Ball, and the Christmas TGIF. Please bring your old burgee in order to receive a 
new one. The reason for the replacement - it was determined that the original nylon burgee’s green 
colour was faulty, fading from green to a light grey. Shocking!

Inventory: Consider some of our in stock items for Christmas stocking stuffers. Some suggestions include the can cozies, 
a new burgee, or a ball cap. We also have some outer wear, golf and t-shirts. Look for the Stores inventory list on the CVYC 
website.  

Special Orders:  The order form can be found on the CVYC website, showing which items are available to order in your size 
and available colours. The denim shirts are available for ladies and men. The men’s long sleeves shirt can be ordered in tall as 
well.

Stores will not set up at the December TGIF, but will return in January. If you require any items from Stores or wish to place 
an order, please contact me.

            Barb

DOCK TALK...
NOTE:
Dock Talk is a new place in the Bulletin for you to pass on notes of interest or a thank you to CVYC members. 
Please send a short note or a thank you to Bonnie’s email address: bluterbach@shaw.ca. Pictures sent may be 
included in the Bulletin, if space allows, or on the Club web site.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you, Bob Scott, for your skill 
and generosity in building an entire new cabinet in the galley of 
our sailboat to fill the hole left by the previous boat owner. It’s the 
best built piece of wood work on the boat!

-Glenn Naylor and Jessica Sandler

mailto:bmhammer%40telus.net?subject=
mailto:bluterbach%40shaw.ca?subject=


… 6 …

Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin

Staff Captain Membership Report 
Sue Newman 
sue.newman@shaw.ca
250-898-8333

Our CVYC year ends and another begins. Where did the last year go? This was, I think, my 8th year 
serving in the Staff Captain Membership role.

For membership this has been another year of stability. A few members moved on to other activities 
last year but most of you stayed with us, enabling us to get to know you better. As ever we have had a 
steady stream of 21 new members during this past year. Many first came to an event to check us out 
and then joined our ranks. Another member rejoined us after a brief gap. 

Potential New members:
At the November TGIF we had several folks checking us out already (those who were able to make 

it….) and it is only the 3rd of November!

Boat Trivia from the past year:
We have 79 boats in the fleet: 55 power and 24 sail.
Of the Power boats, the smallest is 25’ and the largest 58’.
Of the Sail boats, the smallest is 23’ and the largest 58’ (that last bit surprised you didn’t it!!)

There is friendly banter between owners of power and sailing vessels, but all boats are included on all cruises. This is not a 
racing Club, but I am sure the competitiveness of some just cannot be suppressed on occasion!!

Membership Renewals are now due:
You can bring both your renewal forms and your cheque for $149 pp to the AGM or you can just bring the completed form 
(which you can download off the website) and pay online. I will have a few forms at the AGM if you do not have access to a 
printer. If you can, please bring it already completed to save time. The mail also works but remember there is a strike on!!

I have enjoyed my year with the help of my trusty IT supporter Sue Sundby and I look forward to getting to know everyone a 
bit better each year going forward.

            Sue

In October, Commodore Don Somers presented a CVYC $1000.00 cheque 
donation to the Comox Valley Marine Rescue President Dick Leach.
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Past Commodore’s Report 
George Luterbach
b-gluterbach@shaw.ca
250-941-8432

This year the Past Commodore chaired a committee to review and revise position descriptions for 
the following positions: Bulletin Editor, EMail Distributer, Stores Quartermaster, Sunshine Person, 
Training Officer and Webmaster/Mistress. These updated position descriptions were approved by 
the Executive and will replace previous versions on the CVYC Web site. These will complement the 
previously updated descriptions done last year.

This year’s Nominating Committee was composed of Past Commodores, Bev Campbell and 
Cameron Cairncross, the current Commodore, Don Somers, the current Vice Commodore Jenifer 
Jennings, and chaired by me, your current Past Commodore. The Nominating Committee has 
contacted and has agreement from at least one CVYC member to let their name stand for election 

of each of the following positions at the 2018 CVYC AGM: Past Commodore, Commodore, Vice Commodore, Rear 
Commodore, Secretary, Treasurer, Staff Captain Membership, Staff Captain Social, and Staff Captain Fleet. For more 
details, see the Nominating Committee Report included in the AGM package. In addition to members standing for 
election, the Nominating Committee identified and recruited for the following vacant positions: Training Officer, Dave 
Alford, and Assistant to Staff Captain Membership, Jessica Sandler.

In closing, I wish to thank the CVYC Executive and the general membership for your support of me during my years 
serving on the Executive.

            George

Staff Captain Social Report          
Wanda Fields, Helen Hull & Jackie Scott (Committee Members) 
svnimue@gmail.com
250-898-9229

Helen Hull, Jackie Scott and Wanda Fields met twice this past month - on the 1st and the 29th.

The TGIF on October 5th went without a hitch. Approximately fifty-two members attended. There 
was plenty of food from the new chef and the display was excellent. Thank you, Anne and Chef 
Joe. Forty-six members attended the Oktoberfest Dinner on October 20th. Some members even 
wore their lederhosen and dirndls! Fun was had by all! The crowd makes the party! Again, thanks 
to Anne and Chef Joe for setting the tone with staff costumes and excellent German cuisine. 
The November 2nd TGIF was a hit. The food was excellent, and we had several potential members 
join us for a group of around 60 people. Many tickets were sold for the 
Commodores' Ball. I’ll see you on the 7th at the AGM to collect cheques 

or feel free to e-mail me and pay on line.

We are now looking forward to the Commodores' Ball - The big event of the year. I hope 
everyone who can come will come and make this an epic Gala affair. Remember, no “blue jeans” 
at this one. If you don’t have your wedding suit or tux still in the back of the closet, dig out a 
nice pair of pants and a blazer. It is definitely appropriate to wear that lovely long dress you 
never get to wear or the “little black dress” you love. Just make sure you can dance in it.

See you at the Commodores’ Ball on November 24th!      
            

            
Wanda
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Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin is a monthly publication (with the exception of July and August) of the Comox Valley Yacht Club 
www.CVYClub.com. © 2018, Comox Valley Yacht Club. All rights reserved. 

The "Blue Pencil" 
Bonnie Luterbach, Editor 
bluterbach@shaw.ca
250-465-1948

The "Sparkling Wand" 
Linda Graceffo, Publisher 

linda@sparklinggraphics.com
250-703-6568

Flotsam and Jetsam

Do you have any boating ‘stuff ’ for sale? Do you want to buy something that other members might have for 
sale? How about lost and found items? Send your information to the editor (bluterbach@shaw.ca) for inclusion 
in the Flotsam and Jetsam section. Include a description of the item (photo?), price if applicable, your name, 
telephone and/or email.

Discounts (show your CVYC card):
• Comox Marine & Woodworking Ltd. – 1782 Ryan Rd. East, Comox, Phone: 250-941-6699 

Website: www.comoxmarine.ca
• DSYC – 10% discount on Marine mechanical services.  Phone: 250-339-7222 

Website: http://www.desolationsoundyachtcharters.com
• Glenn Naylor Boat Photography – (10% discount), Phone: 250-650-8979 Email: gnaylor@zoho.com 

Website: www.gnaylorphoto.com
• The Harbour Chandler Ltd. – 52 Esplanade, Nanaimo, Phone: 250-753-2425
• Ocean Pacific Marine Supply & Shipyard – Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre, #102-1370 Island 

Highway, Campbell River. Toll free: 1-800-663-2294
• Comox Valley Kayaks – (10% discount) 2020 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2628
• Hartman Auto Supply – 480 Puntledge Road, Courtenay, Phone: 250-338-7261
• Industrial Plastics & Paints – #2-2946 Kilpatrick Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2886, 

Website: https://goindustrial.ca/index.php/en/courtenay
 
For Sale or Wanted:
FREE: DBC inflatable 6 person life raft. Needs recertification before use. Contact Jack Reynolds at jjr@telus.net 
or phone 250-650-0883.

Thank you, Diana Scott and Jenifer Jennings, for your years of producing and 
editing the CVYC Bulletin. Thank you, Linda Graceffo, for agreeing to continue 
as our Publisher! 

As the new Editor, I wish to thank those who sent me copy for your timely 
submissions to the November Bulletin.   

Why did I choose to be called the “Blue Pencil”? Blue Pencil editing often leads 
to shortening or deleting to ensure the copy says what the writer intended in a 
sharp, clear way. That’s my goal, so that you enjoy reading the Bulletin.
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