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Commodore’s Message 
Commodore George Luterbach
b-gluterbach@shaw.ca
250-941-8432 

 
February is the month of love. Love and support your 
partners, your friends, and your fellow yacht Club 
members. Throughout the year the CVYC has had many 
examples of this and I wish to thank you all for your 
thoughtful efforts. 

Looking out at the snow this week I am reminded how 
dangerous activities around the dock can be in the face of 
ice and snow. There are some things we might consider 
to reduce the risks. Surfaces are slippery, including the 
dock itself, but also the decks of boats when we are up 

pushing snow off the canvas. A fall can cause serious injury, but worse is falling into 
the water with winter boots and coats. Can you swim far enough to reach the ladders 
and have the capacity in cold water to extract yourself? This month, a lone Comox 
boater ended up in the water while transiting from his anchored boat to the dock.  
Despite rescue efforts it was too late and the man succumbed to hypothermia and 
drowning. Consider a buddy system when working around boats to reduce chance of 
injury or water accident going unnoticed until it is too late. Wearing a life vest would 
also be a good idea.
 

At the February 22 Tech night, we 
will take a bit of time to discuss the 
Tree Island Stewardship Program. 
It is a valuable and rewarding 
activity of the CVYC but has some 
challenges. 

     George
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Rear Commodore Report 
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds 
leenjak@telus.net
250-650-0883

The major concern coming under my wing at this point is the Tree Island Stewardship 
question.  George Luterbach, Don Somers, and I met with BC Parks’ area manager Derek 
Moore to discuss the stewardship programme.  

For new members, the Tree (Sandy) Island Stewardship programme has had two functions:
   - the popular annual Clean-up and BBQ
   - the Host programme (the Club has one volunteer vessel and crew stay at the Island 
each summer weekend - providing a “presence” by hanging Host banners on their vessel, 
answering questions and giving out brochures about the unique qualities of the park, and, 

on rare occasions, alerting authorities about large parties or fires). 

Going into the meeting we knew it had been difficult in the past few years to attract volunteers to take on the 
Host duties on summer weekends, and there were questions about liability insurance.   

The meeting resulted in the identification of three major problems:
1. maintaining the mooring buoy as it breaks loose semi-frequently,

2. insurance for Park boat host volunteers and their vessels should the mooring buoy come adrift, and

3. volunteer concerns regarding dealing with noisy campers and fires. 

Vice Commodore Report 
Don Somers 
djsomers1@shaw.ca
250-650-0876

We decided to create a members’ photo site (sort of like yearbook pictures) that will be 
kept in the “Members Only” section of the CVYC website. Our goal is to have a picture 
of each couple or individual member. Tony Brett has volunteered to take the photos as we 
need high quality digital pictures. Glenn Naylor will post the site - no problem -  just don’t 
have Tony take your picture. Tony will bring his camera to some CVYC events to try and 
capture us in our best light. 

Jude and I were away exploring “reciprocal hydration options” with the Oceanside Yacht 
Club in San Diego CA. We can report with confidence that if you are in the Oceanside 

area north of San Diego you will be welcomed with open arms to their Club. We enjoyed a wonderful afternoon 
of sun with drinks, conversation, and finished the day having dinner at their Club with members.  

Having just come in from shoveling the driveway and knocking the snow off the boat cover I am wondering 
what happened – is it not February when we usually see our first little flowers popping out of the ground, with 
daffodils not far behind? 

Stay warm everyone.  It’s only 50 more days ‘til warm boating in April!

            Don

continued next page...
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Training Officers' Report 
Bronwen & Eric Young 
baeyoung@me.com
Sheila Borman 
bennett.borman@gmail.com

 
The next Tech Night is Wednesday, February 27 from 6 - 9 pm at 
Glacier Greens. At 6:15 - 6:45 there will be a meeting regarding 
Tree Island Stewardship. As we inch closer and closer to spring 
and warmer weather, many of you will be making up a boating 
‘to-do’ list. Many marinas request a copy of an updated insurance 
policy along with their yearly moorage fee. So now is the time to vet 
existing coverage and to think about the cost and dollar value along 
with any changes that should be made. Just in time, on February 22, 
Tech Night will present a talk about all the things you need to know 

when you make these decisions.

The Ins and Outs of Boat Insurance:  Sontina Espey, Brian McQuarrie and Melissa McGrath of Waypoint 
Insurance (formerly Vancouver Island Insurance Centres) will provide an overview of the challenges facing 
the insurance industry, with specific reference to boat insurance. They will address the factors that affect your 
insurance, how you can be prepared for a potential claim, and what are some of the reasons for claims to 
be denied. Bring your questions and be prepared for an interesting discussion! Some time at the end of the 
presentation will be set aside for questions.

March 8 (Wednesday) 6 - 9 pm at Glacier Greens: Life as a Lighthouse Keeper:  Jerry and Janett Etzkorn started 
with a posting at Chrome Island. Thirty-six years later they are retired and living in Courtenay. They will talk 
about their fascinating and varied experience keeping an eye on our coastline.

April 22 (Saturday) 10 am at Comox Valley Fire Hall: FIRE!:  How to deal with it on board. Among other 
things, you will have a chance to actually use a fire extinguisher.  More details next month!  

            Bronwen

The cost of the mooring buoy remains an issue. BC Parks cannot re-attach the Tree Island mooring buoy 
or maintain it. We have resolved the insurance question (yes – we are covered!). We realize volunteers must 
understand they are not responsible for dealing with noisy campers and fires, only to alert authourities, but this 
needs to be reinforced with Club members.  

The Executive has decided to ask for input from Club members as to whether they see value to the Club, the 
Park, and the Comox Valley in general in us maintaining the Stewardship programme.

To this end, we are inviting all members to join us at the February 22nd Tech Night at Glacier Greens for a 30 
minute “townhall” meeting so we can hear your comments. The schedule is:

6:00 pm:  Doors open  6:15 pm to 6:45 pm:  Tree Island meeting          7:00 pm:  Tech Night starts 

If you have questions, please send them to me beforehand so we can have the answers for you. With only 30 
minutes, we will ask you to be brief in your comments, and we’ll try to be brief in our answers!

            Jenifer
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Staff Captain Membership Report 
Sue Newman 
kennewman@shaw.ca
250-898-8333

An email was sent to the 22 people who had yet to renew on January 31st. Several replies 
were received as a result but 12 are still outstanding. The deadline was Feb 1st.  
 
Total paid members - 136
Full Members – 122 
Renewals – 122
Resigned – 9 
Deaths – 3
Moved to Associate – 6

    NIGS (Not In Good Standing) – 10  

Renewal time is past. After the February Bulletin is distributed an updated list of members in good standing 
(IGS) will be put on the website in mid-February. 

If you have paid your dues and mailed them in and your name does not appear on the list, please email me at 
sue.newman@shaw.ca and let me know so that your name can be replaced in the March update. The mail has 
been very erratic during December.

Happy skiing or cosy home pleasures.

            Sue

Quarter Masters' Report 
Barb Hammer            Ralph Larson 
bmhammer@telus.net          rlars2294@shaw.ca
250-339-2333           250-871-0425

We have a large selection of men’s and ladies’ golf shirts, denim 
shirts, Storm Tech fleece jackets, sweatshirts, can cozies, aprons, 
coasters and many more items with our Club logo. Most items are 
at cost.

We have all the merchandise displayed at every TGIF Night. The 
next TGIF evening is March 3rd at the Comox Golf Course.

Please try to use up any credits you have from raffle winnings.

RalphBarb
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Staff Captain Social Report          
Barbara Larson 
blars2294@shaw.ca
Committee Members: 
Helen Hull, Holly McAra, Jackie Scott

Our many events throughout the winter are a great way for members to stay in touch while 
not boating.  There were 37 members who braved the snow storm to attend our February 
TGIF night. 
 
This month the Social Committee will be hosting our Valentine’s Dinner Party on February 
10th. There will be Games, a Best Poem contest, and prizes. Tickets are only $25 pp. 

To purchase tickets online go to www.comoxvalleyyachtclub.com/social-program.

FEBRUARY TO MARCH 2017 EVENTS FOR CVYC:

DATE EVENT TIME VENUE

February 10th  Valentine's Dinner Party 6 - 10 pm Glacier Greens

February 22nd Tree Island Stewardship Meeting 6:15 - 6:45 pm Glacier Greens

February 22nd Tech Night: The Ins and Outs of Boat Insurance 7 - 9 pm Glacier Greens

March 3rd TGIF 6 - 10 pm Glacier Greens

March 8th Tech Night: Life as a Lighthouse Keeper 6 - 9 pm Glacier Greens

March 18th St. Patrick's Dinner Party 6 - 10 pm Glacier Greens

Barb
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Staff Captain Fleet Report 
Ted Harper 
tedjoy@telus.net
250-339-5748

The schedule of summer cruises was circulated to the general membership in January by 
e-mail but is also appended below.

All events have organizers in place. The full schedule with contacts will be circulated to 
the membership towards the end of February. Cruise captains will inform members how 
and when to sign up for a particular cruise event.

It is the responsibility of each boat captain to ensure that their boat is suitable and suitably 
equipped for any cruise they intend to go on. This includes navigation equipment, safety 

gear, etc. as required by Transport Canada (see the Safe Boating Guide online at http://www.tc.gc.ca/media/
documents/marinesafety/TP-511e.pdf). It is also the responsibility of each boat captain to make the decision to 
proceed or not when considering weather, tide and current conditions. More experienced Club members have 
traditionally given advice to those less experienced, also to give help to those in need. 

The first event, the annual Spring Cruise, will be to Deep Bay. Event particulars, including how to sign up, will be 
circulated to members shortly.

Approximately 24 Club members are involved in organizing the eight cruise events this year.
             

            Ted

CVYC PRELIMINARY CRUISE SCHEDULE 2017

SPRING CRUISE 28, 29, 30 
APRIL DEEP BAY PARTYING, GAMES, FINE WINE AND 

DINING

SAILPAST / TREE 
ISLAND

6 OR 7 
MAY BAYNES SOUND SAILPAST, TREE ISLAND CLEANUP & BBQ

SOMEWHERE 
NORTH

8 / 25 
MAY NORTH OF DESOLATION SOUND PRAWNING, CRABBING, HIKING, 

KAYAKING

OKEOVER INLET 26, 27, 28 
MAY LUND AND OKEOVER INLET SEAFOOD FESTIVAL, DINING AND 

DANCING

SOUTHERN 
CRUISE

14 / 30 
JUNE NANAIMO/ VICTORIA GULF ISLANDS TO VICTORIA, 

CHEMAINUS THEATRE

VANCOUVER 
CULTURAL

 8 / 23 
JULY TO FALSE CREEK VIA MALASPINA STRAIT FALSE  CREEK THEATRE AND FINE 

DINING

PRE SQUIRREL 
COVE

28  AUG / 
1 SEPT ENDING IN SQUIRREL COVE SHORT CRUISE

SQUIRREL COVE 
ROUNDUP

1 / 4
SEPT SQUIRREL COVE KAYAKING, BBQ ON DOGGY ISLAND, 

FINE DINING

WEST COAST 
FISHING TRIP

7 / 10 
SEPT WINTER HARBOUR FISHING, FISHING, WINING*, AND FUN 

(or is that “whining”?  Ed.)
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Flotsam and Jetsam

Do you have any boating ‘stuff ’ for sale? Do you want to buy something that other members might have for 
sale? How about lost and found items? Send your information to the editor (leenjak@telus.net) for inclusion 
in the Flotsam and Jetsam section. Include a description of the item (photo?), price if applicable, your name, 
telephone and/or email.

Discounts (show your CVYC card):
• Glenn Naylor Photography – (10% discount), Phone: 250-650-8979 Email: gnaylor@zoho.com 

Website: www.gnaylorphoto.com
• The Harbour Chandler Ltd. – 52 Esplanade, Nanaimo, Phone: 250-753-2425
• Ocean Pacific Marine Supply & Shipyard – Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre, #102-1370 Island 

Highway, Campbell River. Toll free: 1-800-663-2294
• Comox Valley Kayaks – (10% discount) 2020 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2628
• Hartman Auto Supply – 480 Puntledge Road, Courtenay, Phone: 250-338-7261
• Industrial Plastics & Paints – #2-2946 Kilpatrick Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2886, 

Website: www.ippnet.com

For Sale/Wanted/Announcement:
Slip available at Pacific Playground Marina from now until May 31. Can handle 40’, new finger wharves. 
$100/month plus power. Contact Colin McDonald at colinflteng@gmail.com.
 
For Sale:  Outboard motor. Mercury 3.5 HP 4 stroke/standard shaft. New (2 hrs. of run in) $1100. Contact Gail 
or Orest, 250-897-1681.
 
Wanted:  Life jacket for a small dog. Contact Joy, 250-339-5748. 

For Sale:  New, never used Ace Line Hauler Brutus Plus 40 Pot Puller for sale along with about 400' (used) lead 
line. Asking $400 OBO. Contact Colin Marlow at cjmarlow@shaw.ca or 250-941-3221. 

For Sale:  Model 310 Zodiac (10’) RIB (fiberglass) with 06 6hp 4stroke Suzuki OB. Zodiac folds into “suitcase” 
carry case and has sun cover. OB has had shop tune up summer 2016. Both in good shape. Asking $950. Contact 
Ken Melnyk, 250-338-9804.
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The "Red Pen" 
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds, Editor 
leenjak@telus.net
250-650-0883

The "Sparkling Wand" 
Linda Graceffo, Publisher 

linda@sparklinggraphics.com
250-871-3323

"It is not that life ashore is 
distasteful to me. But life at

sea is better."
- Sir Francis Drake, Sea Captain

The Port Harvey Yacht Club (membership:  $25 for life and includes a 
burgee!) has announced an all-comers Raincoast Cruise 2017. Departs 
Port Harvey July 1 (after a big celebration) and returns to the Broughton 

Archipelago at the beginning of August (another big party, we’re guessing). 
The itinerary includes: Port McNeill, Rivers Inlet, Fitz Hugh and Queen 

Sounds, Shearwater, Roscoe Inlet, Ocean Falls, Dean Channel, Seymour and 
Belize Islands,  Eucott Bay. For information contact Fleet Captain Colyn of 

the MV Seajay at ckwelsh@shaw.ca.

(Thanks to Gerry Davis, for forwarding this information to us.  Ed.)
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