
… 1 …

Commodore’s Message 
Commodore Jenifer Jennings 
jjr@telus.net
250-650-0883

 
Wrecked, Abandoned or Hazardous Vessels Act:
This long-awaited Act has now received royal assent. It 
increases boat owner responsibility and liability. There are two 
other federal initiatives underway as well:

•	 Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s Abandoned and Wrecked Vessels Removal Program - 
$1.325 million over five years to Harbour Authorities and other eligible recipients 
to remove and dispose of abandoned and wrecked vessels located in federal 
small craft harbours. 23 vessels have been removed and disposed of, and funding 
has been awarded to gain possession which could lead to the removal of an 
additional 11 vessels.

“Southern Vancouver Island Commodores’ Conference”: 
My husband Jack, (“First Laddie” as he styles himself at these events), and I attended 
this annual meeting on March 2nd. Of interest were discussions regarding: website 
hacking and confidential information; an interclub group being established to 
coordinate racing (I’ll contact the local clubs who might be interested); increasing 
volunteerism; leasing out-stations; a “Safety Day” as a training event; club insurance; 
third party liability insurance (you’ll want $2 million for most reciprocals this year); 
and finally, at my request, we renamed the meeting “Vancouver Island Commodores’ 
Conference” for the future so central and up-Island Commodores will be invited 
from now on. It was a very interesting day. I presented details on these topics at 
our March Executive meeting. Please speak to me if you are interested in more 
information. I will ask Web Manager, Glenn Naylor, to put the Conference Minutes 
on our website.
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View at Fury Cove, north of Cape Caution, July 16, 2018. Photo credit Bonnie Luterbach

Upcoming Events:
Wednesday, March13th at 7:00pm
Tech Night (Comox Golf Course)

Saturday, March 16th at 6:00pm
St. Patrick's Day Dinner 
(Comox Golf Course)
 
Friday, April 5th at 6:30pm
TGIF (Glacier Greens Golf Club)
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•	Transport Canada’s Abandoned Boats Program - $6.85 
million for abandoned boat assessment, removal and 
disposal, and for research and education initiatives. 
Funding has been approved to assess 87 boats for a 
total of $267,560, and to remove 44 boats for a total of 
$597,993. It ceases at the end of this month.

mailto:jjr%40telus.net?subject=
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/sch-ppb/vessels-bateaux/index-eng.html
http://www.cvyclub.com
http://www.tc.gc.ca/en/programs-policies/programs/abandoned-boats-program.html
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This year the meeting was held at the beautiful Maple Bay Yacht Club, and, as usual when I walk into one of 
these elegant yacht clubs for a meeting, I am so envious. But, after sitting there for a few hours listening to all the 
problems experienced by large yacht clubs with club houses, marinas, and staff, I breathe a sigh of relief that we 
are a “blue jeans” yacht club, rather than the “navy blazer” variety.

Urgent Appeal from BC Marine Parks Forever: 
George Creek, who you may recall gave us a presentation at a Tech Night last season, has put out an urgent 
appeal to all members of the Council of BC Yacht Clubs. BC Parks is citing some “issues” with the stern tie 
programme and has not allocated funding to expand the number of stern tie chains in popular (over-popular!) 
anchorages. He has asked everyone to send an email of support for the programme to BC Parks.  It’s easy to 
do – simply click on www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/info/feedback/ to send  an email of support for the stern 
tie programme to BC Parks.  There are lots of arguments to make for stern tie chains: safer boating as more 
room in anchorages; easier for seniors than clambering over loose rocks; maintains the flora, fauna, and ocean 
bottom as opposed to tying up to vegetation or anchoring; makes visiting us more enjoyable for tourists who 
bring in mega dollars… Please send them a message or we may lose this fantastic programme, which, by the way, 
probably benefits CVYC more than any other club!               

            Jenifer 

Vice Commodore Report 
Grant Watkins 
r1g2w3@hotmail.com
250-650-0567

Communications Team: 
Sunshine Person – Jackie Scott (bobjackies@shaw.ca)
Email Broadcaster – Donna Ehrmantraut  (donna.ehrmantraut@gmail.com) 
Website Manager – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Audio-Visual Wrangler – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Photo Album Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca)
Bulletin Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca)
Bulletin Publisher – Linda Graceffo (linda@sparklinggraphics.com)

Spring is coming! Really. Soon. It’s nice to meet people down on the docks again on sunny afternoons, working 
on projects, getting their boats ready for the cruising season.

This is a busy time for the “Vice” department.
 
Our Club has reciprocal moorage arrangements with ten other clubs on the coast. Usually the arrangement 
is that we are entitled to two non-consecutive nights per year. The list of clubs is on our web site. Each year 
the Vice Commodore must renew these agreements and coordinate our arrangements with the Comox Valley 
Harbor Authority to host visiting boats. We share this hosting program with 19 Wing Comox Yacht Club. Our 
reciprocals have been in place for many years and it’s usually a standard renewal with each club; but of course, 
there’s paper work and details to be attended to. One of those details is that many of the clubs are requiring 
boaters to have increased their liability insurance requirements from $1 million to $2 million. Be sure to have a 

Continued next page...
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Rear Commodore Report 
Ken Gadicke 
kgcreston@gmail.com
250-650-1237

 
Tree Island will be featured again this year, as our club’s method of giving back to the 
community in a marine way. In 2015 our club signed a 10 year partnership agreement 
with the provincial government to formalize our commitment to the maintenance and 
care of the park. The government looks after the signage, some volunteer insurance and 
provides us with some funding to maintain the mooring buoy when funds are available. 
We agreed to provide some maintenance and care in the form of our Annual Clean Up 
Day and our summer Park Host program. Our Tree Island Clean Up Day is scheduled 
in conjunction with the Annual Sail Past for May 4th or 5th, depending on weather. This 
is always a well-attended event so we will see a bunch of club members and their boats 

enjoying a fine cookout and get together.

There have been changes on the island since last summer.  Derek Moore from BC Parks outlined the main 
change to me:

“I should let you know the K’omoks Guardians (on behalf of BC Parks) removed the stairs I believe 
the CVYC installed near the info shelter on the trail to the main outhouse. The plan is to monitor the 
bank this season to determine next steps. It may hold up fine without the need to replace the stairs or it 
may not hold up at all. If it does hold, that would be awesome. If it doesn’t hold we may need to look at 
rerouting the trail or replacing the stairs. There is a viable reroute nearby.”

See you at the upcoming Tech Night. 

            Ken

copy of your insurance and registration aboard when you visit these clubs. Best to call ahead or check their web 
sites to confirm their requirements before visiting.
 
Speaking of insurance, the Club maintains a general liability policy that must be reviewed and renewed each 
April, another of the “Vice” duties. I will have further comments next month, once I figure out what all  is 
involved.
 
In the communications area, we have the Executive’s approval for the idea of adding a History section to the 
members only portion of the web site. I will be meeting soon with Bonnie and Glenn to rough out an approach 
to developing this on the web site. To keep some order to the system, all submissions will be routed through the 
Vice Commodore.
 
Thanks again to everyone for all the work on behalf of the Club. 

            Grant

mailto:kgcreston%40gmail.com?subject=
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Staff Captain Membership Report 
Sue Newman 
sue.newman@shaw.ca
250-898-8333

Current membership:
 Full members    138 
 Associate Members       7 

Total Membership numbers to date  145 

Changes since Nov. 1, 2018: 
 New members    6
 Resignations 
  Full    11

    Associate    5
    Total   16

Thanks to all of you for renewing or connecting with me promptly. February is a busy month and I appreciated it.

Welcome new members, Willie and Barbara Thomson and their sailing vessel “SISU”.

The current membership will now be updated on the website. Membership Cards should be available for pick up at 
the Tech night on the March 13th. If for any reason you need to have your card mailed to you, please let me know.

The earth is warming… tell the daffodils, snowdrops, irises and heather that it isn’t! Enjoy the sun and melting 
snow banks with the promise of spring.

Soon the boat preparations will be underway!

            Sue

Training Officers' Report 
Dave Alford 
davegil@telus.net
250-339-3203
 

At the February 13th Tech Night, Peter Golden spoke about Marine Surveying. Peter has 
a long history of being around boats in different capacities and, more recently, has been a 
marine surveyor. He gave an interesting talk, pointing out areas that we should be aware 
of or look for on our boats. Thirty-six people attended.

The next Tech Night is March 13th at the Comox Golf Club. Doors open at 7:00pm, with 
the presentation at 7:30pm. The subject is “Introducing our local marine services and 
what they provide”, presented by representatives from Desolation Sound Charters, Sound 
Marine, and Comox Marine.

                   Dave

mailto:sue.newman%40shaw.ca?subject=
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Quartermaster's Report 
Barb Hammer   Helen Hull & Barbara Magnusson (Quartermasters-in-Training)     
bmhammer@telus.net          
250-339-2333 
 

The CVYC mini-fashion show at the TGIF on March 1st was a fun event. We had musical 
entertainment, thanks to Bruce McAra. Our models Jessica Sandler, Barbara Magnusson, 
Ken Rydman, and Ken Hammer did a fantastic job modelling our new selections as 
well as our existing inventory. The “Rock Bottom Sale” was a success; many of our older 
garments found a new home. Thank you.

An order form with the new clothing items is posted on the CVYC website, as well as an 
updated inventory list. Prices include all taxes. Clothing samples can be tried on at our 
TGIF’s. Members can continue to place orders with Barbara Magnusson.

The new coffee mugs with the CVYC logo have been ordered. If you did not order any mugs, we will have some 
available for sale at our April TGIF.

The CVYC Quartermaster selects a few clothing or novelty items every year. In addition, members may 
purchase their own clothing and take them to either HiTec Screen Print on 4th Street in Courtenay, or Fineline 
Embroidery Graphic Design on Anderton in Comox. These businesses have permission to embroider the 
CVYC logo. Both businesses can also order clothing items for you. CVYV members are asked to choose clothing 
and colours that reflect the Comox Valley Yacht Club and work with the CVYC burgee colours - blue, green, tan, 
white, and black. The embroidery shops may contact the Quartermaster if items or colours chosen may seem 
inappropriate.

Happy Spring!

            Barb

Staff Captain Social Report          
Holly McAra   Barb Drake-Douglas, Jackie Scott and Helen Hull (Committee) 
holly_mcara@yahoo.com
250-702-5690
 

Upcoming Social Schedule: 

March 16th – St. Patrick’s Day Dinner and Trivia night, scheduled to start at 6:00pm at 
the Comox Golf Club. Tickets cost $30. Prices for best costume and for Trivial Pursuit. 
Purchase tickets from Holly on March 13th at Tech Night or on CVYC web site.

April 5th – TGIF, scheduled to start at 6:30pm at the Glacier Greens Golf Club.

Please note that the above events are subject to change of venue or time.

Continued next page...
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DOCK TALK...
NOTE:
Dock Talk is a new place in the Bulletin for you to pass on notes of interest or a thank you to CVYC members. 
Please send a short note or a thank you to Bonnie’s email address: bluterbach@shaw.ca. Pictures sent may be 
included in the Bulletin, if space allows, or on the Club web site.

Calling all interested Women boaters! On March 17 Cape Lazo Power and Sail Squadron has scheduled a 
one-day women’s Marine radio class. If you are interested in registering, please contact Barb Hammer at
250-650-4460. Cape Lazo Power and Sail Squadron ran a successful women’s PCOC class on March 9 
between 0900 – 1700.  

Have you ever considered a boat exchange with someone from New Zealand or hiring out your boat for 
a short time to a long-time boater? Recently CVYC received an email through our web site from a couple, 
Garth and Susan, of Auckland, NZ. They would like to do a boat exchange or private lease of a 40+ sailboat to 
sail the Desolation Sound area for 7 – 10 days between August 02 and August 22, 2019. They own a Birdsall 39 
sailboat, named “Arethusa” in NZ. Garth has 50+ years sailing experience and teaching sailing. He has a current 
ICC license. CVYC did respond to tell them about Desolation Sound Yacht Charters. However, if you are 
interested in following up on this contact privately, please contact the CVYC Bulletin Editor, Bonnie Luterbach, 
at bluterbach@shaw.ca and she will forward their handout with pictures and contact information to you.

Thank you!!!! I would like to publicly thank our Commodore, Jenifer Jennings, for helping me to edit the 
CVYC February Bulletin, as I was away on holidays for two weeks. Bonnie Luterbach, Editor.

What’s new on the CVYC web site? Check out the pictures from the fashion show and videos from the 
Hawaii night found in members only/photo and reports/social activities 2019 button. To find our 2019 cruise 
descriptions and the Social and Cruise calendar on the web site select Members only/Social and Cruise 
Calendar/ and then scroll down the screen to find the links.

Update on planning activities: 

Feb. 1st – TGIF was a small group, but a very nice social gathering. I was only able to sell 6 tickets for the Sock Hop.

Feb. 2nd – I met with my committee of Barb Drake-Douglas, Helen Hull, and Jackie Scott via speaker phone. We 
completed plans for the dance contest, prizes and table decorations for the Sock Hop.

We then turned to the St. Patrick’s Trivia Pursuit Dinner. We decided on the food and what questions we wanted 
for the trivia game.

Feb. 6th – I went to discuss and finalize arrangements for the St. Patrick’s event with Anne Sullivan at Comox 
Golf Club. 

Feb. 19th – The Sock Hop was cancelled due to lack of ticket sales. I decided to move it to Oct. 26th. I hope this 
will be a better date for club members.  

                

           
Holly

mailto:bluterbach%40shaw.ca?subject=
mailto:bluterbach%40shaw.ca?subject=
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Staff Captain Fleet Report 
Dennis Hull 
fancyfree2000@shaw.ca
250-871-5355
 

I have spoken to the various cruise captains, and the response to some of them has been 
very limited. I also found out recently that some people think the Spring Cruise is in May. 
As a result of this I am sending an outline of the cruises so you can start thinking about 
your summer. The cruise captains have put a lot of effort into planning so let them 
know if you think you wish to join them. More detailed information on the cruises in on 
the website.

2019 Cruise schedule:
 

April 26th, 27th, and 28th: 
Spring Cruise Ford Cove  
Cruise Captains: Brendon and Lauren Somers, Email brendan.somers1@gmail.com
      Kent and Lesley Giebelhaus, Email knlaway@gmail.com

There have been issues getting transportation for this one, so details are yet to come. However, the organizers 
and the marina need to know how many people they are dealing with, so please contact them ASAP.

 
May 4th or 5th (depending on the weather):  

Commodore’s sailpast - Cruise Captain: Dennis Hull. Staff Captain Fleet
Tree Island cleanup - Cruise Captain: Ken Gadicke, Rear Commodore
No notification needed. Just show up!   

 
May 17th, 18th, 19th: 

Gorge Harbour Seafood festival  
Cruise Captain: Bruce McAra, Email Bruce_mcara@yahoo.com

  Docks are full but anchoring available. Please let Bruce know if you plan on going to the brunch.
 
May 24th, 25th, 26th:

Lund/Okeover Seafood festival and seafood buffet
             Cruise Captain: Peter Manson, Email: pmanson45@gmail.com

Peter needs numbers for the buffet at the Laughing Oyster on Saturday night (and, yes - there’s 
entertainment). Price remains the same at $40 pp.

 
June 29th, 30th, July 1st, and 2nd: 

Rebecca Spit/Toba Inlet  
Cruise Captain: Roger Douglas, Email: rdouglas.cr@gmail.com
I believe there are fireworks involved in this one!

 
July 1st or August 10th: 

Circumnavigate Vancouver Island  
Cruise Captain: Grant Watkins, Email: r1g2w3@hotmail.com
Grant has given a choice of dates which are for departure from Pt. Hardy.

Continued next page...
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July 6th: 

Dinghy Cruise to 19 Wing   
Cruise Captains: Kathy & Ray Fountain, Email: rnkfountain@shaw.ca
Dinghy or land cruise.

 
July 23rd to Aug 9th:
 Hop on/Hop off fireworks cruise to Vancouver  

Cruise Captains: Dennis & Helen Hull, Email fancyfree2000@shaw.ca
Details on CVYC website.

 
Aug 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th:

Pre-Squirrel Cove   
Cruise Captain: Jerry Day, Email jjday@shaw.ca
This is some time off, but Jerry has planned a Laughing Oyster buffet, and as August will probably be 
busy, reservations need to be made.

 
Aug 30th, 31st, Sept 1st: 

Season wind up with Squirrel Cove raft up
Cruise Captain: Eileen Phillips, Email: singingsandsbeach@gmail.com
Knowing Eileen, there will be fun and games as well as a wind-up dinner.

            Dennis

Past Commodore’s Message 
Don Somers 
somersdrw@gmail.com 
250-650-0876 

I received some kind words and support for writing up some of the history on the club in 
the January Bulletin. I was also encouraged to continue the story, so here is this month’s 
instalment. (In February Jude and I were away for a winter break – so no article).

Safe keeping our history of the club was always important. The Executive minutes are 
stored electronically now, although originally we kept the paper copies. The more colorful 
and fun history was in our pictures or photos. Many members may not be aware, but 
Marg Trace was the CVYC Club Historian for many years – thanks Marg for all your work!

If you joined the club after attending an open house or went to a club event where the photo albums were spread 
out for everyone to look at – those were Marg’s efforts. Over the years Marg collected and organized several 
photo albums. It was always fun to flip through and see who was in the club or at different events like St. Patty’s 
Day Dinner or the Easter Cruise (since renamed the Spring Cruise as we shifted away from Easter weekend so 
members could be with their families).

In the early years Marg stored the photo albums at their home and would bring them to events. From 2004 – 
2010 she did not have to as we kept them at our club house.

Continued next page...
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In July 2010 our club house was at the Pier Pub & Bistro (formerly the Edgewater Pub and Restaurant). We 
rented the second floor as a stand-alone yacht club facility with seating for 60, a bar, washrooms and outdoor 
deck space with BBQ’s and picnic tables.  In July 2010 a fire destroyed the Pier Pub & Bistro as well as our club 
on the second floor. Sadly, all our photo albums were lost, along with many other items. We now collect and store 
all photos on the club website – fire proof we hope!

Coming back to the Spring Cruise, it has always been one of our club’s most popular cruises. From the beginning 
as an Easter Cruise, we would wrap up the weekend with breakfast before everyone headed home on the Sunday. 
After a weekend of fun and dancing, getting together on boats to visit, going prawning or hiking – the wrap 
up was the breakfast with a visit from the Easter Bunny. As strange as it may sound, there was an on-going 
discussion in the first couple of year’s Executive meetings re annually renting the “Bunny Suit” as it was not 
cheap! I will never forget the Executive meeting where a former Executive member had found a “Bunny Head” 
– not to be confused with the whole suit – that we could buy for $300+.  It still makes me chuckle! Luckily Avril 
Nicholson stepped up and made a bunny suit, which she wore to all the spring cruises until a couple of years ago 
– serving champagne and orange juice at the Sunday Breakfast. 

With that I wish everyone Happy St. Patty’s Day and if you see Marg or Avril at an event be sure to thank these 
great ladies for all their help over the years!

            Don

Avril Nicholson and Marg Trace
working the Lund Spring Cruise

Photo credit Don Somers
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www.CVYClub.com. © 2019, Comox Valley Yacht Club. All rights reserved. 

The "Blue Pencil" 
Bonnie Luterbach, Editor 
bluterbach@shaw.ca
250-465-1948

The "Sparkling Wand" 
Linda Graceffo, Publisher 

linda@sparklinggraphics.com
250-703-6568

Flotsam and Jetsam

Do you have any boating ‘stuff ’ for sale? Do you want to buy something that other members might have for 
sale? How about lost and found items? Send your information to the editor (bluterbach@shaw.ca) for inclusion 
in the Flotsam and Jetsam section. Include a description of the item (photo?), price if applicable, your name, 
telephone and/or email.

Discounts (show your CVYC card):
• Comox Marine & Woodworking Ltd. – 1782 Ryan Rd. East, Comox, Phone: 250-941-6699 

Website: www.comoxmarine.ca
• DSYC – 10% discount on Marine mechanical services.  Phone: 250-339-7222 

Website: http://www.desolationsoundyachtcharters.com
• Glenn Naylor Boat Photography – (10% discount), Phone: 250-650-8979 Email: gnaylor@zoho.com 

Website: www.gnaylorphoto.com
• The Harbour Chandler Ltd. – 52 Esplanade, Nanaimo, Phone: 250-753-2425
• Ocean Pacific Marine Supply & Shipyard – Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre, #102-1370 Island 

Highway, Campbell River. Toll free: 1-800-663-2294
• Comox Valley Kayaks – (10% discount) 2020 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2628
• Hartman Auto Supply – 480 Puntledge Road, Courtenay, Phone: 250-338-7261
• Industrial Plastics & Paints – #2-2946 Kilpatrick Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2886, 

Website: https://goindustrial.ca/index.php/en/courtenay
 
For Sale:
2000 Glastron SX170. 17 ft. Fibreglass Runabout, Johnson 2000 SS 115 HP motor, EZ Loader Boat Trailer
and Raytheon L365 Fishfinder. Boat in great shape. Engine needs
major tune-up; has not been used for 5 years. Price: $5,000.00 as is.
Contact Barb Larson: 250-871-0425.

"Water in the boat is the ruin of 
the boat, but water under the boat is 

its support."
-Rumi
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