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Commodore’s Message 
Commodore Don Somers 
somersdrw@gmail.com 
250-650-0876 

 
In putting my notes together for June, I have to start 
by thanking all the members that were able to come to 
the Commodore’s Sail Past and carry on for the Tree 
Island Clean Up. The weather was beautiful and there 
were about 26 boats to salute us. Jude and I had our son 
Brendan, daughter-in-
law Lauren, and two 
grandsons, Hunter and 
Grady, aboard along 
with new Club member 
Eileen Moore. A tip 

for future Commodores: to avoid water balloons, 
unusual salutes, etc., have a couple of grandkids on 
board - it really keeps our group respectable! 

The Tree Island Clean Up was a great success again this year, thanks to Wanda Field 
for organizing the BBQ. There is further info on Tree Island in this Bulletin. Have 
you signed up for a weekend as Park Host yet? If not, book a weekend on the website 
or call Rear Commodore Grant Watkins – see his report as well. 

We have closed down the Membership survey. We had 31 responses and will review 
the results in the weeks ahead. In general, the message we have received is that you 
like what your Club is doing – the mix of TGIFs, Tech Nights and Social events. 
The #1 choice for a venue is Comox Golf Club followed by Glacier Greens then the 
Comox Legion. People like the events to be catered, with little support for Potlucks. 
The cruise program is very popular with the favoured cruise 2-3 days followed by 1 
week-plus cruises. Universally 100% of respondents felt they got good value for their 
membership dues. Thank you to everyone that took the time to fill out the survey 
and provide their comments. 
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Vice Commodore Report 
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds 
jjr@telus.net
250-650-0883

Communications Team: 
Sunshine Person – Jackie Scott (bobjackies@shaw.ca)
Email Broadcaster – Donna Ehrmantraut  (donna.ehrmantraut@gmail.com) 
Website Manager – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Audio-Visual Wrangler – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Photo Album Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca) 

Website Manager – Thank you to Robert Riddy for volunteering to be the backup for 
Glenn Naylor – much appreciated!

Interclub Meetings – Jack and I attended the Council of BC Yacht Clubs meeting at the Nanaimo Yacht Club 
on June 9th. I am sorry to report news about Port Harvey – the proposed Derelict Vessel Scrap Yard, although 
vigorously opposed by the Council, was given rezoning approval. Worse still, the owner has already applied to 
submit a tender to scrap the 200’ “Sun Sea”. Marina-owner (and super pizza chef) George Cambridge and the 
owner of the island at the entrance to Port Harvey will have commenced action by now in BC Supreme Court 
to have the bylaw set aside as they believe the Regional District violated the rural area provisions in their own 
bylaws. Why the fuss? We’ll be lucky if the Port Harvey Marina can co-exist with a major centre for scrapping 
vessels located next door. Boaters may well lose one of the friendliest marinas on the coast. Please go to the Club 
website for more information and some photos. And – when you go to Port Harvey this summer, please take a 
good look around the wrecks that are being stored there now, anchored to your starboard as you enter. Look for 
leaking liquids and report them to the Coast Guard.

Vacant private buoys – Please don’t forget to check out crowded anchorages this summer and let me know 
if there are a lot of vacant private buoys. Report the date, location, approximate total number of buoys and 
approximate number vacant.  

Minutes – When I receive the Minutes of the Council’s meeting they will go on our website under the “Member’s 
Only” drop down menu, “Photos and Reports”. You’ll see there was a major win with regard to marking the nets 
in the geoduck harvesting area in Squirrel Cove as well as other items of interest to all of us. 

            Jenifer

In May we had two new families join us and at the CVYC Open House June 9th another five families or nine 
members. Congrats to CVYC Staff Captain – Membership Sue Newman for all her hard work. An important 
reminder for all of us – our Club has repeatedly been applauded for the way we make our new members feel 
welcome and a part of our CVYC family. At the next cruise or Club event, make a point of connecting with our 
new members.  It really does make a difference to them and enriches all of us. 

June is our last Bulletin until September. We now head out on our boats for a fabulous summer on some of 
the most beautiful cruising grounds on our planet – enjoy, be safe, and remember to keep an eye out for fellow 
member’s boat hook experiences!

            Don
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Rear Commodore Report 
Grant Watkins 
r1g2w3@hotmail.com
250-650-0567

Ford Cove Cruise:

Boats, sunshine, music and friends... 
 
It couldn’t get any better than this! This is what the Comox Valley Yacht Club is all about. Special thanks again to 
Al, Stella, Cameron, the Breakfast gang, and everyone who helped make this a great weekend.
 
Tree Island Hosting:
 
This is your program. It’s fun, and much appreciated by B.C. Parks and other users of the Island.
 
We have four weekends covered so far, with a couple more indicating they’ll be able to take a slot in August. 
Available times are:
 
Date Boat name Date Boat name Date Boat name Date Boat name

    8/3    

  7/6 Scherzando 8/10  9/7  

  7/13 Brandy 8/17    

6/22 Summer Breeze 7/20  8/24 Island Tyme   

6/29  7/27  8/31    
 
If you are new to the program several of our members have offered to sit down and go through if you’d like.
 
Sign up on the web site calendar or contact me at 250 650 5367 or r1g2w3@hotmail.com.
 
Thanks!

            Grant
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Quartermaster's Report 
Barb Hammer & Helen Hull (Quartermaster-in-Training)         
bmhammer@telus.net          
250-339-2333 

          
A huge ‘Thank You’ to Helen Hull for taking some Stores items to the Okeover Cruise.  

It has been an interesting and a bit of a challenging year as we move to reduce inventory 
and concentrate primarily on ordering specific items for Yacht Club members. Thank you 
for your continued support.

Our most successful Spring selections turned out to be the Denim Shirts and the new 
ladies’ 1/4 Zip Cotton Top. Personally, I love both of them. The Denim Shirts, which are 
available in mens’ and ladies’ sizes, are an all-time favourite. The new 1/4 Zip Cotton Top, 

available in ladies’ and mens’ sizes and various colours, is light and comfortable for Spring and Summer. It also 
washes well in cold water, hang to dry, and it looks like new. 

I will be placing another order with Fineline on Monday, June 18th. Please call or email me by Sunday, June 17th 
if you are interested in ordering anything. The “order form” with the specific items can be found on the CVYC 
website or I can email the form to you. Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Wishing you all a fantastic summer.

            Barb

Staff Captain Fleet Report 
Dennis Hull 
fancyfree2000@shaw.ca
250-871-5355
 

The Sailpast and Tree Island Clean Up were well attended, the Commodore adding a note 
of elegance in his jacket and tie! Thanks to all who participated. Photos will be appearing 
shortly on the website.

The Lund/Okeover cruise was, as usual, a great success, and those of us who continued 
on to the Pender Harbour Blues Cruise had a great week with some fine music supplied 
by the various artists.

Our sympathy goes to Ray Fountain who is unable to lead the Round-Quadra cruise as 
he lost his father recently, and Ray and Kathy will be in Ottawa for the funeral on those dates. The slack has 
been taken up by Dave and Gil Alford, and is currently underway. 

Responses to the questionnaire on the type of cruises people prefer showed that the majority of people like 2 
to 3 day cruises, so I would like to draw your attention to the July 1st Cruise to Rebecca Spit organized by Tom 
Bennett and Sheila Borman which you will find on the website. 

Happy cruising!

            Dennis
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Staff Captain Membership Report 
Sue Newman 
sue.newman@shaw.ca
250-898-8333

Following the Open House event on June 9th our total membership is 154, comprised of 143 
full members and 11 associates. At the Open House and the TGIS on June 9th eight members 
joined (22 new members since November) and one prior member, Guy Wassick, re-joined. 

Thank you to all those who were a part of the great and willing team that made the day 
of the Open House and TGIS so successful. Help with the tent, tables, coffee and donuts 
(both provision and consumption), chatting up or arm wrestling potential members and 
generally keeping me company - I appreciated it all very much. Great team work makes 
the dream work!

 
We welcome to the Club the following new members, most of whom were also able to come to the TGIS. Their 
contact information will be added to the online list at the end of June:
 

Wayne Sharron and Debra Gardner and their power boat OLYMPIC PRINCESS
Address: 6 - 2625 Muir Rd., Courtenay, V9N 8Z4. Email: (Wayne) shouse@telus.net and (Deb) deb-b@shaw.ca
Cell: (Wayne) 250-702-0431 and (Deb) 250-792-1981
 
Kent and Leslie Giebelhaus and their power boat MARNY’S DREAM
Address: Box 315, Merville, V0R 2M0. Email: (both) knlaway@gmail.com
Residence Phone: 250-337-0131. Cell: (Kent) 250-650-0588 and (Leslie) 250-898-4330
 
Doug and Bonnie Seeley and their power boat POWER PLAY
Address: PO Box 113, Merville, V0R 2M0. Email: (both) dbseeley@gmail.com
Residence Phone: 250-337-5059

See you out there on the ‘briny’ soon.

            Sue

Training Officers' Report 
Bronwen & Eric Young 
baeyoung@me.com
 

I hope that you are enjoying the boating season! Now, thinking ahead to the Fall… 

The next Tech Night will be in September. Arrangements are underway to organize an 
evening to talk about splicing lines. This should include three stranded twisted lines and 
braided lines. I think there will also be an opportunity for some hands-on practice.

Date: TBA but I am hoping for the second Wednesday of the month, September 12th.

George Creek, BC Marine Parks Forever, is lined up for October. Please see the poster I 
have included on the next page of this bulletin. It promises to be a very interesting evening that we can all look 
forward to! The tentative date is October 10th but this has not been confirmed by the Sannd Box yet.  

            Bronwen
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CVYC  TECH NIGHT OCTOBER, DATE: TBA 
 

     Marine Parks Forever Society 

Presentation 
George Creek, President 

A slide show presentation on the activities of The Council of 
BC Yacht Clubs and BC Marine Parks Forever Society 

It has helped buy a number of BC Marine Parks and more 
recently, enhanced the system by making improvements 
and enhancements to existing marine parks. 

We all use our marine parks, come and learn more about them. 

      
           

Stern Ties       Burgoyne Bay 
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Staff Captain Social Report          
Wanda Fields 
svnimue@gmail.com
250-898-9229
Committee Members: Helen Hull, Jackie Scott, Kate Clark

May was a busy month getting ready for the cruising season - heading out on the water, 
but also flying off to foreign lands for some, prior to boating. May is also known as our 
Tree Island Clean Up month and on May 12th we had a great day. After the Sailpast the 
boats headed over to Tree Island, anchored, and got to it.

The weather was “Goldilocks” perfect, not too wet, not too sunny, but just right. There 
was plenty of food. A huge thank you to all who brought salads and desserts to feast on, I 
still have a bowl that was left waiting for someone to claim it. Thanks also to the BBQers 
who stood out in the sun cooking while we ate - Don, CA and Bob. You guys rock. Oh, 

let’s not forget Helen who took over at the end to let the guys rest. Jackie - I couldn’t have done it without you 
and your knowledge of previous events.

My team of Helen, Jackie and Kate have been awesome with their untiring support. There will be lots of work 
coming up with the Commodore’s Ball in the new “old” venue (Officers’ Mess at CFB Comox) and all the 
planning of the social events for the fall and winter.

Have a wonderful summer!

            Wanda

LET'S BE CLEAR ABOUT OUR PARTIES, EH???

I have paraphrased this from the Sidney-North Saanich Yacht Club website. I’d like to recommend we adopt these common 
terms, as if we all used them consistently, preparing for our dock parties would be easier for new members as well as all 
galley slaves.

Happy Hour:  Cruisers bring a beverage to a common area (often located on the dock or grounds of the marina or marine 
park) to mix and mingle.

Appies:  Short for appetizers, cruisers bring a simple dish to the "Happy Hour" and share them with other cruisers. These 
can be purchased items like potato chips, pretzels, and peanuts, or home made items like crackers and cheese but generally 
something that can be eaten by hand. Since many people will be bringing something, a small dish is often the better choice.

Potluck:  Cruisers bring a supper dish to a common area to share, and the result is a meal. Since everyone will be bringing 
something, a single dish is usually enough. Sometimes a potluck will request you bring a salad or dessert as the Club is 
supplying smokies e.g. our Tree Island Clean Up, and the Squirrel Cove Rendevous. (When attending a potluck, be sure to 
bring your own plate and utensils as they are usually not supplied.)  

Adoption of these common meanings would clarify some of the confusion we have regarding our parties.
                     
-Editor
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So you can’t get away on your boat in July – no problem!!!
 

Dinghy Cruise to 19 Wing July 21

This will be the first call to members that will be home in July and are looking to get together for some great fun 
and a meal. Jude & I with the help of Kathy Fountain are organizing the “Bring your own Steak (or protein)” 
Dinghy Cruise to 19 Wing Yacht Club on the exclusive Goose Spit! As the name suggests, we will journey from 
the Comox area to Goose Spit, i.e. the 19 Wing dock – disembark from our dinghies and trek up to the club 
house where Kathy has assured us 19 Wing volunteers will be on hand to re-hydrate us. So, yes, the cash bar will 
be open! You are responsible for bringing your own steak or protein and we will supply the green salads, potato 
salad and dessert.  

If you do not feel comfortable with the transit by water due to tidal flows, currents, being unfamiliar with the 
cruise area or don’t have a chart – you could drive there. 

Please send Jude and me an email at djsomers1@shaw.ca  as we need to have a list of attendees to give the Base 
Security. 

Itinerary: 

5 pm – Arrive by water – options: dinghy, kayak, paddle board, swim over or car – regular or 
amphibious… 

5 to 6 – Happy Hour and warm up the BBQ’s. 

6 to 7:30 – Dinner and catching up with friends. 

7:30 ‘til the cows come home – To be announced, but maybe bring your Jimmy Buffet dancing sandals! 
Oh, and the 1st person that shows up with Birkenstocks with dress socks has to buy a round for the house!

Please email us if you plan to attend. We will send out a reminder email in July as there is no CVYC Bulletin in 
July.  If you don’t have a dinghy and want to come by water, let us know and we will try and link everyone up.
 
Email us djsomers1@shaw.ca and remember to bring your favourite music disc!!!

 
Don & Jude Somers

mailto:djsomers1@shaw.ca
mailto:djsomers1%40shaw.ca?subject=


… 9 …

Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin

Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin is a monthly publication (with the exception of July and August) of the Comox Valley Yacht Club 
www.CVYClub.com. © 2018, Comox Valley Yacht Club. All rights reserved. 

The "Red Pen" 
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds, Editor 
jjr@telus.net
250-650-0883

The "Sparkling Wand" 
Linda Graceffo, Publisher 

linda@sparklinggraphics.com
250-871-3323

Flotsam and Jetsam

Do you have any boating ‘stuff ’ for sale? Do you want to buy something that other members might have for sale? How about lost 
and found items? Send your information to the editor (jjr@telus.net) for inclusion in the Flotsam and Jetsam section. Include a 
description of the item (photo?), price if applicable, your name, telephone and/or email.

Discounts (show your CVYC card):
• Comox Marine & Woodworking Ltd. – 1782 Ryan Rd. East, Comox, Phone: 250-941-6699. Website: www.comoxmarine.ca

• Ocean Metal Custom Steel Fabricators Inc. Discount: 10% off labour for swaging of stainless steel lifelines during 
April, May and June. Phone: 250-218-4028 Website: oceanmetal.ca Email: nuno@oceanmetal.ca

• DSYC – 10% discount on Marine mechanical services.  Phone: 250-339-7222  Website: desolationsoundyachtcharters.com

• Glenn Naylor Boat Photography – (10% discount), Phone: 250-650-8979 Email: gnaylor@zoho.com 
Website: www.gnaylorphoto.com

• The Harbour Chandler Ltd. – 52 Esplanade, Nanaimo, Phone: 250-753-2425

• Ocean Pacific Marine Supply & Shipyard – Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre, #102-1370 Island Highway, Campbell 
River. Toll free: 1-800-663-2294

• Comox Valley Kayaks – (10% discount) 2020 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2628

• Hartman Auto Supply – 480 Puntledge Road, Courtenay, Phone: 250-338-7261

• Industrial Plastics & Paints – #2-2946 Kilpatrick Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2886, 
Website: www.ippnet.com

 
For Sale or Wanted:
Wanted: Bob and Lois Stevenson would like to purchase used charts for SE Alaska. If you are interested, please contact them at 
lois.stevenson55@gmail.com or 250-702-2131.
 
For Sale: Standard Horizon RAM 3, CMP 30 (Remote Access Microphone). $80.00. Never been used, excellent 
condition. Compatible with 2013 to 2015 Standard Horizon fixed mount radios, GX1600, GX1700, GX2000 
& GX2200. Comes complete with 20 ft. connection cable, connection plate and microphone hook. Has a DSC 
emergency button. Ideal to connect remotely from sailboat cockpit to cabin mounted radio or on a motor vessel 
from cabin helm to bridge helm. Contact Gary Campbell at 250-897-1085.

Found - at Tree Island BBQ. A round green Tupperware bowl with a lid. Contact Wanda Fields at svnimeu@gmail.com.
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