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Commodore’s Message 
Commodore Don Somers 
somersdrw@gmail.com 
250-650-0876 

 
The month of September has flown by and it is hard to 
believe the boating season is drawing to a close. As we 
head through October many members will be winterizing 
their boats and getting winter covers ready. That said, 
with Fall and cooler temperatures we typically see better 
prawning. Reports coming in indicate good fishing in a 
number of locations. Try to get out or talk to fellow Club 
members if you are unsure how or where to set your 
traps. The Club does have some very successful prawners!

We had a number of gatherings in September: a Tech 
Night, appies at a TGIS and the annual Invitational BBQ.  All were a good success 
and it was fun hearing about the adventures on the water over the summer – and 
some misadventures. That brings to mind the Commodore’s Ball is in November and 
we want to be sure to recognize those members of our Club vying for the coveted 
Boat Hook Award! Let us know if you know of a worthy recipient.

The executive has been busy ensuring Club activities are in place while also working 
to fill vacant positions for 2019 and the AGM on November 7. Past Commodore 
George Luterbach heads up the Nominating Committee for filling vacant executive 
positions. I ask all members to consider how they might help our Club – it is through 
members stepping up that we have built a great Club renowned for its warm, fun 
social activities, Tech Nights and cruising. 

We are in the process of completing our annual donations of $1,000 to the Comox 
Marine Rescue Society and the BC Marine Parks Forever Society. We have supported 
these marine organizations whole heartedly over the years and thank them for 
helping with activities that we all share a passion for.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the events through this Fall!

            Don
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Upcoming Events: 

Wednesday, October 10th
Tech Night (Comox Golf Club)

Saturday, October 20th
Octoberfest BBQ (Comox Golf Club)

Friday, November 2nd
TGIF (Comox Golf Club)
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Squirrel Cove Rendezvous September 2018. Photo credit Carolyn Harmsworth
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Vice Commodore Report 
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds 
jjr@telus.net
250-650-0883

Communications Team: 
Sunshine Person – Jackie Scott (bobjackies@shaw.ca)
Email Broadcaster – Donna Ehrmantraut  (donna.ehrmantraut@gmail.com) 
Website Manager – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Audio-Visual Wrangler – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)  
Photo Album Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca) 

New CVYC Policy – This month, I’m most satisfied to report the CVYC Communications 
Policy was approved by the Executive and will be appearing on our website. It gives 

guidance to those of us who must provide information to Club members by outlining the most appropriate 
method. It discourages broadcast emails (those sent to everyone in the Club at once) and encourages the use of 
the website and Bulletin when possible.  
 
Council of BC Yacht Clubs – We attended the meeting in Nanaimo in September. The Council has formally 
opposed the vast geoduck farm proposed for Baynes Sound (with input from members of our Club as to the 
pollution that exists there now). There is no news on the fate of the request for an injunction against the Port 
Harvey scrapyard. Although the Council plans to continue their opposition it looks as though this harbor may 
no longer be a comfortable spot to wait for a calm passage in Johnstone Strait. The Minutes of the Council 
meeting will be placed on our website so you can see the many areas of interest to all of us in which they are 
involved.               

            Jenifer

Dear Editor:

Intrigued by your comment about the US Coastguard warning about VHF and AIS 
interference, I found this article on the US Coastguard website which explains the 
interference and how to check whether or not it is an issue for a boater.

http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2018/08/16/8-16-2018-marine-safety-alert-
potential-interference-of-vhf-fm-radio-and-ais-reception/
 
It might be useful to send this link to members.
 
Cheers,
Ken Newman
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Rear Commodore Report 
Grant Watkins 
r1g2w3@hotmail.com
250-650-0567

 
What a great cruising summer! We really enjoyed the Ford Cove and Squirrel Cove 
outings with CVYC. Didn't get on to any of the longer Club cruises due primarily to 
timing and family commitments. It was great to run into CVYC folks throughout the 
season though. There were five of our boats at the Gorge Harbour Oyster Fest, and we had 
four CVYC boats on the dock during our second visit to Shoal Bay this summer. 

Best new spot? Estero Basin at the end of Fredrick Arm; this is a five-mile lake connected 
to the ocean by a short creek that’s navigable by dingy at high tide. Kind of like a lagoon, 
but with primarily fresh water. The Basin is absolute wilderness, beautiful, quiet, and we 

had it all to ourselves for an afternoon. Feels surreal, like Princess Louisa without the boats or dock.

I heard the splicing session at our first Tech Night was well received. Next up – “B.C. Marine Parks Forever 
Society” on the 10th of October. Thanks again, Bronwen.

New members over the last year - anyone who has received the nylon (vs. canvas) burgees; please see Barb's note 
regarding replacement of the faded flags. Club colours are still white, green, and blue – not just blue and white. 
Thanks Barb for all the extra work.

Hope to get out again for a week or so. Next week’s forecast looks promising...

            Grant

Webmasters Report 
Glenn Naylor 
dunlop707@icloud.com
250-650-8979

 
A reminder for those who have not yet registered on the Club website to do so. Also, to
have a photo of themselves sent in to me if they haven't sent one in yet.

For interest’s sake, I installed a counter that I reset at 0 last AGM. Since then we have 
had almost 5,000 clicks on the home page. That doesn't mean 5,000 individuals, simply 
someone somewhere landed on the home page that many times. It shows the site gets 
used. The counter is a basic indicator of visitation only. (I have excluded my clicks - it 
doesn't count them.)

The Social & Cruise Calendar has been updated and the new Communications Policy has been added. Check 
out the photos of some of the social events this year. Pictures have been added from some social events and 
this summer’s cruises. (If you have any photos from Club events please submit to Bonnie Luterbach.) Cruise 
summaries are being added as they come in.

            Glenn
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Staff Captain Membership Report 
Sue Newman 
sue.newman@shaw.ca
250-898-8333

Total membership remains unchanged at 156, with 145 full members, 11 associate 
members and 6 children (under 19 years old). 
 
The online Membership List has been updated.

Sue Sundby, who has been a wonderful support for me during the last few years, can no 
longer be my IT support. Thank you, Sue!

         Sue

Quartermaster's Report 
Barb Hammer & Helen Hull (Quartermaster-in-Training)         
bmhammer@telus.net          
250-339-2333 

          
Lots of news this month!

Yacht club burgees:  The nylon burgees did not stand up to the elements and the green 
colour faded rather embarrassingly. I contacted the supplier and the production team 
determined that when our burgees were made in October 2016 they had experienced a 
problem with their inks. This has been resolved and they will replace the burgees. When 
the new burgees arrive, I'll make arrangements with members who have a nylon 
burgee to exchange old with new. The supplier has asked that we collect all burgees from 
our members so that the inferior product is no longer being used. Do not hand in your 

old burgee yet.

Inventory:  We continue to carry our existing inventory with some great Stormtech jackets and other useful 
items. Please check out what the CVYC Stores has to offer at our monthly TGIFs.  

Special Orders:  We will continue to offer most of the special order items that were introduced in March 2018. 
Samples are available and items can be ordered in various colours and sizes. We are looking forward to introduce 
different options in March 2019.

Barbara Magnusson has volunteered to work with me and will take on the Quartermaster duties when I step 
down next year. Helen Hull will continue to assist Stores as needed. Thank you to both Barbara and Helen.  

On a personal note, Ken and I sold our sailboat this summer. “Shadownose” left Comox at the end of July and is 
now residing in Victoria. 

            Barb
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Staff Captain Fleet Report 
Dennis Hull 
fancyfree2000@shaw.ca
250-871-5355
 

If the weather today is any indication it looks as though the cruising season is coming 
to an end.

Glenn Naylor and Bonnie Luterbach have been working hard to get the Sailpast, Tree 
Island cleanup, and cruise reports onto the website, so please log in and enjoy reliving the 
great summer’s cruising we had this year.

Turning to next year... Helen and I are planning a trip to Vancouver for the week of the 
Celebration of Light fireworks in English Bay. The 2019 dates have not yet been posted, 

but we know it is always the last week in July and first week in August. I’m not sure if Saturday 27th of July or 
Wednesday 7th August will be the third night, but we can be confident that Wednesday July 31st and Saturday 
August 3rd will be at least two of the nights. Apparently, Fisherman’s Wharf in False Creek is heavily booked for 
this event many months in advance, so anyone who plans to attend should start thinking about booking very 
soon. There are obviously other marinas to choose from, but Fisherman’s Wharf is very central to all the activities, 
and also to Granville Island. More details about the rest of the cruise will be forthcoming in future months.

            Dennis

Past Commodore’s Message 
George Luterbach
b-gluterbach@shaw.ca
250-941-8432
 

First, I would take a moment to wish everyone a happy Thanksgiving as we reflect back 
upon successes of the past year. Our Club has been truly successful this past year.  
 
One of the responsibilities of the Past Commodore is to chair the Nominating Committee 
to seek out potential candidates to fill vacancies in our executive for the next year. At our 
upcoming Annual General Meeting there will be an election. Working with the other members 
of the committee including the current Commodore, Vice Commodore and representatives 
of Past Commodores, vacancies were identified and a discussion followed regarding potential 
candidates to be approached to seek out their interest in letting their names stand for election 

– this to supplement and not replace anyone in the Club from expressing an interest in and running for election.  
The vacant positions this coming year are Rear Commodore, Staff Captain – Social and Training Officer. If you have 
an interest in any of these positions please let me know and I will help to answer any questions you might have. In 
addition, there are position descriptions on our website in the “Members Only” section.

One of the challenges is the filling of the Staff Captain – Social. This position can be very challenging without a team 
approach. I have received feedback from a number of members that they would take on a supportive role to the Staff 
Captain – Social. This team work approach is the true spirit of the CVYC.

            George

mailto:fancyfree2000%40shaw.ca?subject=


… 6 …

Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin

Staff Captain Social Report          
Wanda Fields 
svnimue@gmail.com
250-898-9229
Committee Members: Helen Hull and Jackie Scott

TGISunday, Sept 16 at the 19 Wing Yacht Club was a success. More than 50 people 
came and went through the doors and a good time was had by all.  

The CVYC Invitational BBQ, September 28, was good. We didn’t expect as many people 
to turn up because the weather was wonderful and many people had gone boating but 
there were seven guests from the Power Squadron, four guests from 19 Wing, one from 
Search and Rescue as well as approximately 68 members of our Club. We are pencilled 
in for the last Saturday of September, 2019. A big thank you to George and Bonnie 
Luterbach for letting us use their membership number and sponsor us for the use of the 

Fish & Game Club.

So, get ready for the fall happenings!

October 10 – Tech Night (BC Marine Parks Forever Society) Comox Golf Club, 7-10pm

October 20 – Oktoberfest BBQ Comox Golf Club, 6pm. Deadline to register is October 16!

November 2 – TGIF Comox Golf Club, 7-10pm

November 7 – AGM Comox Golf Club, 7-10pm

November 24 – Commodores’ Ball CFB Comox Officers’ Mess

December 14 – TGIF Christmas Party Comox Golf Club

January 19 – Robbie Burns Dinner Glacier Greens Gold Club

February 1 – TGIF Comox Golf Club, 7-10pm

February 14 – Valentine's Day Dinner Comox Golf Club  

           Wanda
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The "Red Pen" 
Jenifer Jennings Reynolds, Editor 
jjr@telus.net
250-650-0883

The "Sparkling Wand" 
Linda Graceffo, Publisher 

linda@sparklinggraphics.com
250-703-6568

Flotsam and Jetsam

Do you have any boating ‘stuff ’ for sale? Do you want to buy something that other members might have for 
sale? How about lost and found items? Send your information to the editor (jjr@telus.net) for inclusion in the 
Flotsam and Jetsam section. Include a description of the item (photo?), price if applicable, your name, telephone 
and/or email.

Discounts (show your CVYC card):
• Comox Marine & Woodworking Ltd. – 1782 Ryan Rd. East, Comox, Phone: 250-941-6699 

Website: www.comoxmarine.ca
• DSYC – 10% discount on Marine mechanical services.  Phone: 250-339-7222 

Website: desolationsoundyachtcharters.com
• Glenn Naylor Boat Photography – (10% discount), Phone: 250-650-8979 Email: gnaylor@zoho.com 

Website: www.gnaylorphoto.com
• The Harbour Chandler Ltd. – 52 Esplanade, Nanaimo, Phone: 250-753-2425
• Ocean Pacific Marine Supply & Shipyard – Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre, #102-1370 Island 

Highway, Campbell River. Toll free: 1-800-663-2294
• Comox Valley Kayaks – (10% discount) 2020 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2628
• Hartman Auto Supply – 480 Puntledge Road, Courtenay, Phone: 250-338-7261
• Industrial Plastics & Paints – #2-2946 Kilpatrick Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2886, 

Website: www.ippnet.com
 
For Sale or Wanted:
FREE: Flying Junior Sail Boat to give to a good home. This is a sail boat that was in the Yacht Club fleet. Contact 
Duane Ehrmantraut. Email erhmandg@gmail.com or phone 250-890-0206.

FREE: DBC inflatable 6 person life raft. Needs recertification before use. Contact Jack Reynolds at jjr@telus.net 
or phone 250-650-0883.

Before I started, Diana Scott produced this Bulletin for seven years – quite an act to follow! 
During my five years, some months were better than others. In the beginning, Sandra 
Wagner helped me tremendously as I struggled with my software followed by a hardware 
change. Then Linda Graceffo, Club member and professional publisher, saved my sanity by 
taking over the publishing entirely, leaving me to do the fun part - the editing. I have enjoyed 
this job; volunteering is the best way to become a true part of  the Club.

Thank you to our new Editor, Bonnie Luterbach, who starts next month. Hope you enjoy this 
position as much as I have, Bonnie!
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