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Commodore’s Report  
Commodore Jenifer Jennings  

Jenifer Jennings Reynolds 
       jjr@telus.net   
      250-650-0883 

I hope you all had an enjoyable summer of cruising 
our beautiful waters and beyond.  Such great news 
about the Princess Louisa Inlet purchase – 800 hec-
tares protected by crowdfunding $3 million.   

 

  Thank you to the Club members who answered the call 
and contributed to saving another part of this beautiful 
area. 

Our windup at the traditional Squirrel Cove Rendezvous happened yet again on 
Labour Day weekend, with 15 vessels and crew there for the three-day event.   

Please note the AGM change of date to November 13th, and remember the 
Commodores’ Ball is on November 23rd this year. 

An old friend of ours from the Mainland has bought his first boat.  We are re-
ceiving hilarious emails from him and here are a few excerpts: 

Thanks for that provisioning help sheet. So far, we have provisioned by walking 
up to the pub, but we of course have broader visions for the future.  

Weather report said 10-15 knots. They were mostly kidding about that. 

(To “First Laddie” Jack after his unfortunate encounter with the anchor chain) 
Glad to hear your injuries will pass and that the saxophone will still be avail-
able to get rid of unwanted guests or warn of your presence in foggy condi-
tions. If you had had to give up playing, you could have always just stamped 
"marine" on all your horns and got twice their value for them. 

Throughout this process, wife, Ruth, has espoused a slightly more intuitive ap-
proach to the whole boating thing, finding the stack of books and charts 
and stuff that I have been pouring over to be more or less detracting from 
the overall experience.                                              

Continued 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, Sept. 14, 2019  5 pm-9 pm  

Cape Lazo P & S Invitational Pig Roast 

Airport Beach 19 Wing Pavilion 

Saturday, Sept. 28, 2019 4:30 pm-9 pm  

CVYC Invitational BBQ 

Courtenay & District Fish and Game 

Tues.,  Sept. 10 , 2019  7 pm-9 pm  

Tech Night, Comox Golf Course 

The Real Story of West Coast Rum Runners 

Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin 

https://www.cvyclub.com/
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Commodore’s report continued… 

The flydeck has a core that is transitioning to rotten. Until the fall, when we reckon on fixing that bit of nastiness, we are 
treating it not unlike those that turn up the radio to get rid of troubling car noises. We just step over that bit and 
don't invite guests up top to party. 

It is encouraging there seem to be plenty of "experienced" boaters banging into things. It was sort of refreshing to see 
the 31 ft Ranger Tug that still had that "factory smell" disembark from the dock on Bowen - sort of like watching a 
slow-motion, full scale pinball machine, and every bow-thrusting, stern thrusting, reversing action seemed to just 
raise the panic level. 

Hope you got a chuckle from this – we’ve all been there! 

Jenifer 

 

Past Commodore’s Report 
 

 Don Somers 

somersdrw@gmail.com 
( 250) 650-0876 cell 

 
Welcome back from a fantastic summer of cruising and adventure! The Social 
and Tech Training crews have their events lined up, the Executive has had their 
September meeting and we welcome new members that have joined us over the 
summer.  

 
We also look at our Executive and the various positions that we know will come 
up for change heading into the new fiscal year in November. At this time, we 
know we will be looking for volunteers for Rear Commodore, Staff Captain Social, 
Staff Captain Fleet, Secretary and Treasurer. 

 
Personally, I have served on the Club Executive in many roles over the last 20 years and I can say with certainty that it 
is an interesting, fun and rewarding experience.   
 
As I head up the Nominating Committee to find club members to fill these positions, it would be fabulous to have 
members call me and volunteer to help next year versus having to seek out people. 
 
Whether you are new members or long-time members this is an opportunity to help maintain the legacy of keeping 
our club fresh, fun and welcoming.  I need your help, please call or email me to discuss the positions available.  
 
My sincere thanks in advance!   
 

Don 

mailto:somersdrw@gmail.com
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Vice Commodore Report  

Grant Watkins 
 r1g2w3@hotmail.com  
 250-650-5367  

CVYC COMMUNICATION TEAM: 

Sunshine Person – Jackie Scott (bobjackies@shaw.ca)   

Email Broadcaster – Donna Ehrmantraut   

(donna.ehrmantraut@gmail.com)  

Website Manager – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)   

Audio-Visual Wrangler – Glenn Naylor (gnaylor@zoho.com)   

Bulletin Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca)   

Acting Bulletin Publisher – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca)   

Photo Album Editor – Bonnie Luterbach (bluterbach@shaw.ca)   

 

What a great summer. Lots of club cruises that were well attended. Thanks again to all involved with organiz-
ing these. There's a lot of work involved, and it's much appreciated. 

Just got back from the Squirrel Cove weekend. Again, thanks to Eileen as the organizer and also, to our Com-
modore Jenifer for hosting the BBQ Rib dinner. It turned out great. 

Kootenay Rose and Enter Laughing completed our Vancouver Island circumnavigation during four weeks in 
July. It was the trip of a lifetime. The weather was good and the boats performed well. It was an awesome 
feeling to be miles out on the ocean off Cape Scott, Brooks, and the other four roundings in our own boats 
with no other boats around. B.C. wilderness at it's best. 

I look forward to catching up with the club members who went to Alaska. What a trip that must have been. 

Your Executive will be continuing our discussion of surplus funds (see my May newsletter report for details) as 
we put together next years budget over the next couple of months.  

Basically, we will be deciding on what adequate reserve levels are and coming up with some additional spend-
ing levels to use up some of these funds over the next 5+ years. Then we can all brainstorm ideas for more 
fun! 

Thanks very much to those who have provided input. There's still time to contact me if anyone has additional 
thoughts. This will all come together with the presentation of our proposed budget at the AGM in November. 

 Thank you.                                                                                                       

Grant 

 

mailto:r1g2w3@hotmail.com
mailto:bobjackies@shaw.ca
mailto:donna.ehrmantraut@gmail.com
mailto:gnaylor@zoho.com
mailto:gnaylor@zoho.com
mailto:bluterbach@shaw.ca
mailto:bluterbach@shaw.ca
mailto:bluterbach@shaw.ca
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Rear Commodore Report   

 Ken Gadicke 

 kgadicke1@gmail.com  
 250-650-1237  

   

 Tree Island 

As summer draws to a close we can look back and thank all those members who 

helped our club with our stewardship of Tree Island.  By volunteering as Park Hosts 

and helping with the Annual Clean Up day, we all help to keep Tree Island the beauti-

ful place it is.  In addition, we performed required maintenance on the buoy to keep 

everyone safe out there while tied up. 

 

Recently, the Club sent a card of condolence to Shirley Dumas, a long-time protector 

of Tree Island, when her husband passed away, and received a message expressing 

her deep appreciation.  She has fond memories of Tree Island Cleanups and many of 

the Club members.  

 

Burgees 

We continue to have issues with fading burgees.  If you received one of the recent 

batches and have noticed any fading please let myself or Barb Hammer, Quartermas-

ter, know so that we can collect all the faulty ones and deal with the supplier to get 

proper replacements. 

 

Tech Nights 

Tech Nights start up again on September 10 with an interesting talk from au-

thor, Rick James, about the subject of his new book – Rum Running on the 

West Coast.  The following Tech Night will be on October 8.   So, mark your 

calendars. 

 

Awards 

This year we are changing things up a bit by looking for a worthy recipient for 

our new “Hero of the Day” award to be presented at the Commodore’s Ball.  

So, if you know of any super-human, or just plain kind efforts of a club mem-

ber in the assistance of another boater, club member or not, please send me 

an email at kgadicke1@gmail.com with a brief story so they can be considered 

for this new honour. 

 

See you out there!  

Ken 
 

 

mailto:kgadicke1@gmail.com
mailto:kgadicke1@gmail.com
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Quartermaster’s Report   

Barb Hammer  
bmhammer@telus.net  
250-339-2333  

  

  

  
Stores items will be available at every TGIF, where you can purchase any items we have in 
stock, peruse the catalogues and place an order.  We are carrying less inventory. Instead, 
members can order the items they prefer from our suggested list of clothing or any items from 
the catalogues. 
 
Stores will also set up at most Tech Nights with our novelty items such as mugs, hats, toques. 
 
Check out the CVYC website and take a look at the inventory list and order form. 

 

 

Some members have expressed an interested in CVYC lapel pins.  Lapel pins would have to be ordered in bulk. There-
fore, we would like to know if enough members are interested in purchasing a pin.  
 
Please let me know if you are interested in a lapel pin, either via email or at the next Tech Night or the CVYV Invitational.  
Here is a sample of the pin: 
 
 

Barb 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Captain Membership Report  

Sue Newman  
sue.newman@shaw.ca  

250-898-8333   

Membership Total - 165 

Full members – 158 

Associates – 7 

There have been 26 new members this year (22 since May). 

 

It was felt that the many new members had not had much of an opportunity to connect with 
long standing members or each other during the summer months. So, an impromptu gather-
ing was held at the Roy’s Towne Pub for new members on 22nd July. It was well attended by 
10 new members and 16 welcoming members. Many connections were formed that evening 
and there was much lively conversation from everyone. 

Sue  

mailto:bmhammer@telus.net
mailto:sue.newman@shaw.ca
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Staff Captain Social Report   

Holly McAra  
holly_mcara@yahoo.com  
250-702-5690  

Committee Members:  
Barb Drake-Douglas, Jackie Scott and Helen Hull 

 

  
We are sending 33 CVYC members to the Cape Lazo Power and Sail Pig Roast. 
Thank you to so many that signed up to go. That is at Airport Beach 19 Wing Pavil-
ion Sept. 14th at 5:00 pm. 

  
Our invitational BBQ is at Courtenay and District Fish and Game Protective Associ-
ation on September 28th. Planning is coming along well. We could use a few more 
volunteers. All of you wonderful people who have volunteered, please be there 
between 3:00 and 3:30 pm.  Please remember that your children and grandchil-
dren are welcome to come. I just need numbers so I buy enough food, so please 
sign up. Hope to see all our members there! 
 
I prepared the poster for Dave Alford’s Tech Night at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10 at the Comox Golf Course.  The evening sounds very interesting and I 
am looking forward to it.   

I emailed Ben Gill at Glacier Greens Golf Club to change the menu for the Sock Hop to more fall like food and to let 
him know we were changing the Sock Hop to a Halloween themed event. The evening will be a Halloween Sock Hop 
still with 50s and 60s music. This will still have prizes for two different dances and of course best costume. 
 
I contacted Crown Isle about our Commodores Ball on November 23rd and will be having a meeting with them soon. 

 

     Holly 

 

 

 

mailto:holly_mcara@yahoo.com
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Staff Captain Fleet Report  
 
 Dennis Hull  
 fancyfree2000@shaw.ca  
  250-871-5355  

Well, another cruise season is officially over - I hope you all had as much fun as Helen and I. 

Many thanks to Brendan and Lauren Somers and Kent and Lesley Giebelhaus, who opened the 

season with a spectacularly successful Las Vegas style cruise to Ford’s Cove. We had so much 

fun we hardly noticed the ferocious winds which persisted for most of the weekend! 

It was my pleasure to lead the well attended sail past which honoured the hard work and dedi-

cation of Jenifer Jennings and her consort Jack Reynolds. They once again demonstrated their 

commitment to the club by hosting the Tree Island Barbeque in their garden when we had con-

cerns about anchoring off the island with the predicted winds. 

 

As they had enjoyed the Gorge Harbour shellfish festival so much in the past, Bruce and Holly  

Macara shared their enthusiasm with the club by organizing a great cruise. We enjoyed a wonderful selection of oys-

ters, arts and crafts, and music, music, music by local artists and our own very talented musicians in the lovely garden 

setting of the Gorge Harbour Marina. The weekend was topped off with brunch in the restaurant overlooking the har-

bour. 

 

The very next week Peter Manson and Mary Ashton hosted a perennial favourite  - The Lund Seafood festival, which 

was followed by dinner and dancing to “Buddy Holly” at The Laughing Oyster Restaurant in Okeover where the  food is 

always superb. Kudos to them for persisting with their attempts to get in touch with the manager who spends his win-

ters down south. Late May is a wonderful time in Desolation as the crowds have not yet arrived. Helen and I stayed up 

there after Gorge Harbour and were thrilled to be one of only 2 boats anchored in Melanie Cove! Unfortunately, an 

overheating engine sent us home before Peter and Mary’s Cruise. 

 

Roger Douglas and Barb Douglas Blake also shared a favourite destination of theirs with us at the end of June. We met 

at Heriot Bay. We enjoyed ‘appies’ and a sing along before going up to the pub for dinner, which more than made up 

for any deficiencies in the docks. The next day the cruise up to Toba Inlet was beautiful, and the facilities up there are 

first class. A trip to the head of the Inlet past a spectacular waterfall was organized for the next day. It was followed by 

a Canada Day potluck dinner in the shelter overlooking the water, with games, a singalong, and fireworks off the 

beach. The evening was rounded off with an enthusiastic rendition of “O Canada”. We went our separate ways the fol-

lowing morning. 

 

As the Vancouver fireworks cruise was almost 3 weeks long, we had people joining and leaving along the way depend-

ing on their individual schedules, but the wharfinger at False Creek Fisherman’s Wharf did a fine job of placing us all 

together. It was a short stroll to both Granville Island Market and Vanier Park for a front row seat for the fireworks. 

Don’t go to Vancouver without spending a couple of days at the Vancouver Rowing Club. It is in Stanley Park, and is an 

oasis of calm in the heart of the city. 

 Continued   

mailto:fancyfree2000@shaw.ca
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Staff Captain Fleet Report  (cont.) 
 
 

 

 

The Squirrel Cove raft up is a perfect way to end the cruising season, and was, as always, well attended. After concerns arose about the 

Cove Restaurant for our wind-up dinner, the Cruise Captain, Eileen Phillips, was scrambling to come up with alternatives. Commodore 

Jennings stepped up to help, and our final dinner of barbecue ribs, corn on the cob, cornbread, and salad followed by cake was held on 

the raft up and was most successful. Apparently, there were also some instances that spawned possible candidates for the boathook 

award. I look forward to hearing what Jack - our favourite raconteur- will have to say at the Commodore’s Ball! 

The Dinghy Cruise to 19 wing and pre Squirrel Cruise both had to be cancelled, but I appreciate the time and effort put into the planning 

of them by Ray and Cathy Fountain and Jerry and Elena Day respectively.  

 

I have enjoyed my two years as Staff Captain Fleet and am very grateful to everyone who came forward with ideas and planning to make 

my job so easy.  As I step down, I would encourage you to consider taking on this interesting position. 

 

Dennis 

Vancouver Cruise Potluck 

Vancouver Cruise Fireworks 

 

 

 

 

 

Vancouver view from the Rowing Club                  

Smugglers Bay Anchorage 
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Coming soon! Check the CVYC web 
 site for  2019 Cruise  Summaries with  
pictures later In September. 

NOTE: 

Dock Talk is a place in the Bulletin for you to pass on notes of interest or a thank you to CVYC members.  Please send a short 

note or a thank you to Bonnie’s email address: bluterbach@shaw.ca. Pictures sent may be included in the Bulletin, if space 

allows, or on the Club web site.  Please make submissions for the Bulletin by the first Friday of the month. 

CVYC Cruise Summaries 

If you participated in a 2019 CVYC cruise this summer, please share some of your cruise pictures and experiences with 

your Cruise Captains.  The Cruise Captains will be compiling a cruise summary and pictures that they send to Bonnie so 

that the cruise can be set up and shared on the CVYC web site this fall.  These should be on the web site within the next 

month. Also watch for updates from some of our off-shore members, such as the Graceffos on their new boat, Roamin’ 

Holiday. 

CVYC Donation 

This summer the CVYC received a huge thank you from the Tribune Bay Outdoor Education Center, Hornby Island, for 

the CVYC generous donation of $403.00 raised during our spring cruise to Ford Cove. 

They indicated that:  

We are happy to allocate funds toward our watersports programs. We have an ongoing need to replace worn PFD's 

and paddles. A second area that we may put some of the money toward is in the form of a sponsorship to a child 

from the Comox Valley. Every year we host a 5-day kids camp (Orca Adventure Camp) from July 29th-Aug 2nd. We 

are often asked if there are any bursaries or financial support for families who wish to send their kid to camp. We 

would like to allocate a portion of your donation to help sponsor 2 students from the Valley to attend the camp. We 

will offer it as the Comox Valley Yacht Club Bursary.  
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Flotsam and Jetsam   

Do you have any boating ‘stuff’ for sale? Do you want to buy something that other members might have for sale? 

How about lost and found items? Send your information to the editor (bluterbach@shaw.ca) for inclusion in the 

Flotsam and Jetsam section. Include a description of the item (photo?), price if applicable, your name, telephone 

and/or email.   

Discounts (show your CVYC card):  
• Comox Marine & Woodworking Ltd. -  1782 Ryan Rd. East, Comox, Phone: 250-941-6699 

Website: https:\\www.comoxmarine.ca 

• DSYC – 10% discount on Marine mechanical services. Phone: 250-339-7222 Website: 

http:\\www.desolationsoundyachtcharters.com  

• Glenn Naylor Boat Photography – (10% discount), Phone: 250-650-8979 Email: gnaylor@zoho.com 

Website: www.gnaylorphoto.com  

• The Harbour Chandler Ltd. – 52 Esplanade, Nanaimo, Phone: 250-753-2425  

• Ocean Pacific Marine Supply & Shipyard – Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre, #102-1370 Island 

Highway, Campbell River. Toll free: 1-800-663-2294  

• Comox Valley Kayaks – (10% discount) 2020 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2628  

• Hartman Auto Supply – 480 Puntledge Road, Courtenay, Phone: 250-338-7261  

• Industrial Plastics & Paints – #2-2946 Kilpatrick Avenue, Courtenay, Phone: 250-334-2886, Website: 

https:\\goindustrial.ca/index.php/en/courtenay 

 

 
 For Sale : 

 Reminder that club members can advertise their boating items for sale here! Send items to Bonnie by 

the end of the first week of the month. 

 

  

   

The "Blue Pen" 
Bonnie Luterbach, Editor,  

Acting Publisher 

 bluterbach@shaw.ca 

 250-845-1948 cell 

 The "Sparkling Wand" 

Linda Graceffo, Retired Publisher  

With husband, Joe 

Comox Valley Yacht Club Bulletin is a monthly publication (with the exception of July and August) of the Comox Valley Yacht 

Club www.CVYClub.com. © 2019, Comox Valley Yacht Club. All rights reserved. 
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