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In SE Alaska there are many free docks 

constructed by the Army Corp of Engineers, 

even in the middle of nowhere such as Swanson 

Harbor between Hoonah and Juneau. We are at 

the summer solstice and experiencing twilight 

throughout the night. 

 

 
1 June 21st and the nights in Glacier Bay are a twilight 

In Auke (Juneau) once again to clean up and re-

provision for our final leg in Alaska. It’s June 

22nd and it’s hard to believe that we have been 

on the water since April 24th. We take the City 

bus from Auke to downtown Juneau to browse 

shops, do some banking and have lunch. There 

always seems to be at least 4 docked cruise ships 

in town which makes for crowded streets on nice 

days. But the rain thinned out the crowds and, 

also prevented us from taking the cable car 

which is supposed to have a great view toward 

Glacier Bay. 

 

 
2 Gary and M.V Raven 

 
 

 
3 Mendenhall River with the glacier in the background. 

We have parted from the Vrooms, but other CVYC 

cruisers have arrived in Auke; Kirk and Sue 

Sundby in Karana, their 46 ft Grand Banks, Bob 

and Lois Stevenson in Passages, a 42 ft Jeanneau, 

and friends of the Stevenson's, Marge and Don 

from Kelowna who own a 36 ft Monk 

named Alegria. 

 

A weather high has moved in, promising to give us 

sunshine for a few days as we all cruise south to 

Taku Harbor, just north of Tracy Arm. We moor at 

a free, floating dock and enjoy the usual happy 

hour. After dinner, as we all begin relaxing on our 

boats, when we hear “Whoosh!”. Looking skyward 

from the sofa in our boat we see what we think is 

exhaust from a fish boat. But a second later we 

realize that a whale has blown beside Passages 

and the spray went all the way up to the first 

spreader on their mast. Bob and Lois were rocked 

on their sailboat, but there were no photos to be 

had as the whale didn’t appear after that. 

 

The trip to the mouth of Tracy Arm was magical. 

In sunshine, three cruise ships passed heading to 

Juneau. The fourth one looked unusual. As we got 

closer, we realized it was an iceberg as big as an 

office building! Then, what we thought were small 

white boats, turned out to be smaller bergs. With a 

Humpback whale in front of us we crossed the 

moraine bar into Tracy Arm with the red and green 

Navigation aids in place. We had been warned that 

sometimes the icebergs take them out. Crossing 

another moraine bar, we tucked into a no-name bay 
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to anchor for the night with bergs passing out front 

of the bay. 

 

 
4 Karana in Tracy Arm anchorage 

At 7 am the next morning all 4 of our boats 

headed 23 NM up Tracy Arm to view both 

South and North Sawyer Glaciers in that order. 

As we got three quarters of the way up, at 

Sawyer Island, the ice started getting fairly 

thick, so we had to wind our way through to see 

how close to the calving glacier we could get. 

We felt like Franklin exploring the Arctic, 

clunking and tinkling through the ice, hoping it 

wouldn’t close behind us with the rising breeze.  
 

 
5 Winding our way through ice in Tracy Arm 

Some of the boats got most of the way there to 

see a bit of glacier calving, but we were 

concerned about hull damage from the ice so 

turned around and went up another ice-free 

passage to the north Sawyer Glacier.  

 

 
6 One of the Tracy Arm Glaciers 

Later in the day when we returned to no-name 

bay to anchor for the night an iceberg at the 

entrance to the bay, as big as a 3-story building, 

turned over! Quite a day! 
 

 
7 Glacier blue 

Next stop was the Pack Creek Bear Viewing 

Area controlled by the U.S. Forest Service. We 

took our dinghies ashore, tied them to a 

“clothesline” and reeled the dinghies back out. 

Bears love to get into everything and would 

damage them.  
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8 Bear watchers! 

A ranger no sooner briefed us on protocol than a 

brown bear came ambling down the shore 

toward us. The ranger told us to be quiet and sit 

down grouped together. We watched as the bear 

occasionally stopped to eat clams, but then came 

directly toward us. About 25 feet away it steered 

to the side of us and, with a glance at us, kept 

walking right by. We were all stunned!  
 

 
9 Bears came within 25 ft. 

The bears learned to accept people years ago 

when a hermit lived in the area and developed a 

relationship with them. Since he died, the 

Forestry Service controls the human contact. 

Our evening was topped off by watching 6-7 

Orcas feeding in our anchorage. 

 

After a couple of anchorages in the back of 

beyond we arrived at Petersburg, a Norwegian 

settlement originally. Now a large fishing centre. 

We again met up with Penny and Paul Vroom 

after their fishing ventures along Baranof Island. 

They had caught some halibut and prawns and 

were now leaving their boat here to fly home to 

Courtenay for a short time before returning to 

continue their trip in Alaska. But we had a 

couple of days with them, shopping, touring 

about, coffee and dinner out. 

 

Wrangell was our next major stop on July 4th. 

We had to raft to a fish boat as there was no 

space in the Marina and the harbor office was 

closed for this holiday. We saw the parade from 

our boat as we entered the harbor. The weather 

is hot at 30 degrees C and a nice high that has 

settled in. We walk the town to enjoy the food 

and celebrations. 

 

There are three different back channels from 

Wrangell so we chose a narrow, pretty channel, 

and overnighted in a crab pot filled bay. Next 

day we made Meyers Chuck, a cottage 

community we were in a couple of months 

earlier, but busy now that summer is here.  
 

 
10 Typical on-shore cottages with Alaskan 25 ft tides 

We took some lumpy seas to make Ketchikan, 

the cruise ship city; five ships were in! After the 

usual re-provisioning & cleaning we headed for 

the Behm Canal, also known as the Misty 

Fjords.  

 

We did the Behm Canal in 5 days. Some 

interesting geological formations, steep cliffs, 
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and a 230 ft. high spiky rock in the middle of the 

channel. We had been advised to do this canal 

last in case we ran out of time and this was good 

advice. 

 

Returning to Ketchikan ended the Alaskan 

portion of our boat trip. We traveled to Prince 

Rupert in one long 15-hour passage to get ahead 

of 30 to 40 knot winds predicted for that night 

and the next day in Dixon Entrance. We still had 

a couple of weeks travel to do down Grenville 

Channel, Fitzhugh Sound and across Cape 

Caution then to home. By the time we get home 

we will have traveled 2300 NM. This has been a 

great trip and would do it again. Our year long 

preparation was worth the effort as we had no 

significant boat issues. 
 

 

 Bev & Gary 

 


